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Module 3: Two-Step Process to File a 
Restraining Order – Injunction Hearing  

For each issue covered in this module, we will:

• define relevant terms

• view a video that discusses the issue

• ask you a question to check comprehension 

Note: Please contact us with any questions: 
LegalTA@endabusewi.org or 608-255-0539, ext. 5

Additional resources are provided at the end of the module.

Note: It is best to view Module 1 & 2 prior to viewing Module 3. 

mailto:LegalTA@endabusewi.org
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Words to Know
Step 2: Injunction Hearing   

Petitioner: The person filing the petition.

Respondent: The person against whom the petition 
is filed against. 

Objection: The act of letting the court know that a 
party has said or done something which does not 
follow the rules of evidence. The court must rule on 
the objection.



Words to Know
Step 2: Injunction Hearing   

Injunction Hearing: There is usually a 2-step process in Wisconsin 
to obtain a restraining order. The first step is to obtain a temporary 
restraining order (TRO). The second step is to obtain an injunction 
and occurs when the court conducts a hearing to determine 
whether to grant a longer order against the respondent.

Testify: The act of a party (petitioner or respondent) telling the 
court what happened to them. Sometimes a judge or court 
commissioner will only allow the petitioner to testify about 
statements made in the petition.



Words to Know
Step 2: Injunction Hearing   

Testimony: When a party (petitioner or respondent) tells the court 
their story. The party is providing testimony or testifying.

Cross examine: The process of asking the party who testified 
questions about what they said in their testimony. Cross 
examination is limited to only what the other party said in their 
testimony.

Pro se: To represent yourself in court – to act as your own attorney. 
If a party appears in court without an attorney, the party appears 
pro se and must act on their own behalf.



Words to Know
Step 2: Injunction Hearing   

Evidence: Proof or information provided to the court to allow the 
court to determine whether the allegations stated in the petition 
and during the testimony are true; evidence may include testimony, 
photographs, recordings of phone calls, police reports, text or email 
messages, 911 calls, medical records, witnesses, etc.

Laying the Foundation: Process by which a party shows that a piece 
of evidence is what it claims to be and is authentic so that it can be 
admitted into evidence. 

Rules of evidence: The rules in which a court uses to determine 
what evidence is admissible at a trial or hearing.



Words to Know
Step 2: Injunction Hearing   

Victim Service Representative: The law, Wis. Stat. 895.45, allows 
the petitioner to choose a person from a victim service organization 
to accompany the petitioner to the injunction hearing, provided 
the court is notified orally or in writing. Except when testifying or 
when the petitioner has an attorney, the service representative can 
sit adjacent to and confer orally or in writing with the petitioner 
and can address the court if permitted to do so.

Full faith and credit: The legal concept that one jurisdiction must 
enforce a restraining order granted in another jurisdiction – which 
includes all U.S. states, tribal lands, and U.S. possessions and 
territories – according to the terms of the order issued in the other 
jurisdiction as if they are their own orders. 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/895/i/45/


Words to Know
Step 2: Injunction Hearing   

Firearms surrender: WI law mandates that firearms be 
surrendered by the respondent for both domestic abuse 
and child abuse injunction orders. While not mandated, it is 
also possible to request the court to order the respondent 
to surrender firearms for both harassment and individual at 
risk restraining orders. Firearms surrender may include an 
order from the court to conduct a second hearing after the 
injunction hearing at which the respondent must prove 
they have surrendered all firearms. Firearms are defined in 
WI law as weapons which act by force of gunpowder 
whether or not the firearm is operable. 



Module 3: Two-Step Process to File a 
Restraining Order – Injunction Hearing 

Video 1

https://youtu.be/dVTWspyZCZM


Question #1

What is an injunction hearing?
o The second step in the process to obtain a restraining 

order when the petitioner goes to the clerk of courts 
office and files a TRO and receives a date for the hearing.

o The second step in the process to obtain a restraining 
order when the court conducts a hearing to determine 
whether to grant a longer order against the respondent.

o The first step in the process to obtain a restraining order 
when the petitioner seeks a TRO.

Quiz 1

https://form.jotform.com/222406164739154


Question #2

Before the court can conduct the injunction hearing, 
what must occur?

o The court must have proof that the respondent 
received notice of the injunction hearing.

o The respondent must state that they will testify at 
the injunction hearing.

o Witnesses must be present to testify at the 
injunction hearing.

Quiz 2

https://form.jotform.com/222406497561156


Question #3

In order for the court to conduct an injunction 
hearing, who must attend?

o The petitioner

o Both the petitioner and the respondent

o The respondent

Quiz 3

https://form.jotform.com/222406589255158


Question #4

Who makes the choice to have a victim service 
representative at the injunction hearing?

o The court

o The victim – the petitioner

o The advocate

Quiz 4

https://form.jotform.com/222405884812154


Question #5

The victim service representative law says which of the 
following?
o The petitioner must inform the court orally or in writing of their 

selection of a victim service representative.
o The victim service representative can sit adjacent to the 

petitioner and confer orally or in writing with the petitioner 
unless the petitioner is represented by an attorney or the 
petitioner is testifying.

o The victim service representative can address the court if the 
court permits them to do so.

o All the above.

Quiz 5

https://form.jotform.com/222405711660144


Question #6

When the petitioner testifies in court, they are:      

o Telling the court what happened to them. 

o Responding to questions from the respondent.

o Asking the respondent questions about what they 
said in court. 

Quiz 6

https://form.jotform.com/222406617882156


Question #7

Cross examination means:

o To ask the petitioner or respondent questions 
about what they said in their testimony.

o To respond to questions from the petitioner or 
the respondent.

o To tell the court your story.

Quiz 7

https://form.jotform.com/222406690482153


Question #8

Pro se means:

o Provide free legal representation.

o One party only.

o Represent yourself in court.

Quiz 8

https://form.jotform.com/222406609262149


Question #9

If possible, a petitioner should provide “proof” to the court to 
substantiate allegations made by them in their petition and/or 
testimony. Which of the following is another word(s) for “proof?” 

o Laying the foundation

o Evidence

o Rules of evidence   

Quiz 9

https://form.jotform.com/222406378957163


Question #10

Which of the 4 Wisconsin restraining orders have an 
automatic, mandated firearms surrender provision which 
goes into effect if the injunction is granted?
o Domestic abuse and harassment
o Domestic abuse and individual at risk
o Individual at risk and child abuse
o Domestic abuse and child abuse
o Harassment and child abuse
o All 4 types of restraining orders

Quiz 10

https://form.jotform.com/222405935338154


Question #11

When will a firearms surrender hearing be held? 
o When the respondent is ordered to surrender firearms and does 

not do so.
o If respondent is not present when the injunction is granted and 

the petitioner indicates that the respondent possesses a 
firearms.

o If the court is not satisfied that the respondent does not possess 
a firearms.

o The court may schedule a firearms surrender hearing for any 
reason relevant to the surrender of firearms. 

o All the above.      

Quiz 11

https://form.jotform.com/222406282133143


Question #12

Full faith and credit is the legal concept that one 
jurisdiction must enforce an order which is granted 
in another jurisdiction.

o True

o False

Quiz 12

https://form.jotform.com/222406578331151


Words to Know
If the petitioner appears pro se    

Review:

Pro se: To represent yourself in court – to act as your 
own attorney. If a party appears in court without an 
attorney, the party appears pro se and must act on 
their own behalf.

Objection: The act of notifying the court that a party 
has said or done something which does not follow the 
rules of evidence. The court must rule on the objection.  



Words to Know
If the petitioner appears pro se    

Hearsay: Statement, other than one made by the 
declarant while testifying at the trial or hearing, offered 
in evidence to prove the truth of the matter asserted.

Relevance: An objection made by one party when 
the other party testifies about information or asks 
questions about information outside of the scope of 
the hearing or outside the scope of testimony. 



If the Petitioner Appears Pro Se 

Video 2

Additional information can be found Introducing Evidence in WI Courts video: 
https://www.endabusewi.org/introducing-evidence-video/

https://youtu.be/HZC7ViAbgWE
https://www.endabusewi.org/introducing-evidence-video/


Question #13

When a petitioner appears in court pro se - represents 
themselves or acts as their own attorney - who needs 
to make objections if the respondent asks 
inappropriate questions?          

o A pro bono attorney

o The petitioner

o The court 

Quiz 13

https://form.jotform.com/222406491696159


Question #14

What are two common objections a petitioner 
might make at the injunction hearing?

o Hearsay and laying the foundation

o Hearsay and relevance

o Laying the foundation and relevance

Quiz 14

https://form.jotform.com/222412494819156


Words to Know
Step 2: The Role of a Guardian ad litem    

Guardian ad litem: An attorney appointed by the 
court to represent the best interests of a party and 
to make a recommendation to the court as to what 
they believe is best for that party. The GAL does not 
represent the party. 

Guardian: A person who is given court authority to 
make health, financial, or other decisions for or on 
behalf of another person.  



The Role of a Guardian ad litem 

Video 3

https://youtu.be/PBU1nHMKQXE


Question #15

A guardian ad litem (GAL) in WI is:

o An attorney appointed by the court to represent 
the best interests of one of the parties.

o A pro bono attorney.

o A guardian who is responsible for the general 
welfare of a person.

Quiz 15

https://form.jotform.com/222412769138155


Question #16

A guardian ad litem (GAL) must be appointed for 
all injunction hearings.

o True

o False 

Quiz 16

https://form.jotform.com/222413233478149


Words to Know
The Injunction Hearing    

Injunction Hearing: This is usually a 2-step process 
to obtain a restraining order in Wisconsin. The first 
step is to obtain a TRO. The second step is to obtain 
an injunction. This occurs when the court conducts 
a hearing to determine whether to grant a longer 
order against the respondent.   



Summary - The Injunction Hearing    

Video 4

https://youtu.be/lI9543nncOs


Question #17

The second step in the 2-part process is completed when:
1. the petitioner attends the injunction hearing,
2. provides testimony and evidence to the court about the 

allegations made in the petition statement,
3. responds to any questions from the respondent (if present) 

and/or questions from the court, and
4. court grants or denies the injunction

o True
o False 

Quiz 17

https://form.jotform.com/222414726096153


Thank you!

Video 5

https://youtu.be/IGMEqWe7Md0


Additional resources

You’ve completed module 3! You may be interested in the following 
resources:

• End Abuse’s Legal Manual:
– https://www.endabusewi.org/for-members/

– http://www.widvlegalmanual.org/

• Join our Legal Advocates, Bilingual Advocates, and/or other listservs
– https://www.endabusewi.org/for-members/listservs/

• Introducing Evidence in WI Courts video: 
https://www.endabusewi.org/introducing-evidence-video/

https://www.endabusewi.org/for-members/
http://www.widvlegalmanual.org/
https://www.endabusewi.org/for-members/listservs/
https://www.endabusewi.org/introducing-evidence-video/


Contact Information

For Legal Technical Assistance, contact:

• Via email: LegalTA@endabusewi.org or 

• Via phone: (608) 255-0539 X 5

mailto:LegalTA@endabusewi.org


End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin: 
The Wisconsin Coalition 

Against Domestic Violence
endabusewi.org | ashafamilyservices.org 

ncall.us | riselawcenter.org

End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin is comprised of 4 initiatives incorporating statewide coalition work, culturally specific direct
services to survivors and national programming specific to ending abuse of older adults.

http://www.endabusewi.org/
http://www.ncall.us/
http://www.riselawcenter.org/
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