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1 

00:00:08,000 --> 00:00:13,666 

This is Colleen Cox, and before we begin any of the introductions today, I'm going to turn it over  

2 

00:00:13,666 --> 00:00:19,999 

to our Spanish language interpreters to explain how interpreting works. 

3 

00:00:20,000 --> 00:00:21,000 

Thank you. 

4 

00:00:21,000 --> 00:00:44,500 

Spanish language 

5 

00:00:44,500 --> 00:00:50,166 

Good afternoon, everybody. We congratulate the organizers of this event for their firm  

6 

00:00:50,166 --> 00:00:54,999 

commitment to facilitating bilingual and sign language communication in today's meeting. 

7 

00:00:55,000 --> 00:01:03,000 

My name is Mojeh. My co-interpreter is Megan and we represent the Interpreters Coop of Madison. 

8 

00:01:03,000 --> 00:01:08,000 

We will be providing English Spanish, and Spanish English simultaneous interpretation.  

9 

00:01:08,000 --> 00:01:19,600 

Spanish language 

10 

00:01:19,600 --> 00:01:25,000 

If you joined on your phone, please join on your Zoom app so that you can access interpretation. 
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11 

00:01:25,000 --> 00:01:31,000 

Please note that this function is not available on Chromebook. 

12 

00:01:31,000 --> 00:01:51,000 

Spanish language 

13 

00:01:51,000 --> 00:01:57,333 

If you prefer to listen and participate in English, please select your language channel by going  

14 

00:01:57,333 --> 00:01:59,999 

to the bottom right hand corner of your Zoom screen. 

15 

00:02:00,000 --> 00:02:06,000 

Click on the globe if you're using a computer, or the 3 dots if you're connected by phone. 

16 

00:02:06,000 --> 00:02:11,500 

Select interpretation, then English, and click Done at the end.  

17 

00:02:11,500 --> 00:02:25,500 

Spanish language 

18 

00:02:25,500 --> 00:02:31,500 

I'm trying to speak slowly because not only will we be interpreting from English to Spanish,  

19 

00:02:31,500 --> 00:02:34,000 

but there is also sign language interpretation. 

20 

00:02:34,000 --> 00:02:40,000 

So Y'all, please don't speak fast. This happens especially when reading a presentation or  
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21 

00:02:40,000 --> 00:02:45,866 

excited, nervous, or running out of time, and if you're not speaking, please mute yourself.  

22 

00:02:45,866 --> 00:03:01,999 

Spanish language 

23 

00:03:02,000 --> 00:03:12,000 

Lastly, we reminded to please speak one person at a time with one language per sentence. And only speak in 
the language of the channel you chose. 

24 

00:03:12,000 --> 00:03:19,000 

If you're bilingual, Spanish English, you don't need to choose a channel. And you can speak in either of these 
2 languages. 

25 

00:03:19,000 --> 00:03:26,000 

Spanish language 

26 

00:03:26,000 --> 00:03:32,000 

We create these spaces with everyone's support, so please make sure to let us know if you're having any 
issues. 

27 

00:03:32,000 --> 00:03:43,000 

Thank you for creating this multilingual space. That's it. Thank you, Colleen. 

28 

00:03:43,000 --> 00:03:45,166 

Thank you from our interpreters.  

29 

00:03:45,166 --> 00:03:54,999 

So, good afternoon, this is Connie Cox. I'm the Education and Training Coordinator at  

30 
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00:03:55,000 --> 00:04:04,533 

End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin, and I use she and they pronouns. So... 

31 

00:04:04,533 --> 00:04:13,399 

Excuse me, Colleen. Can the participants please turn off your cameras. 

32 

00:04:13,400 --> 00:04:20,866 

Thank you. So during this training, which is being recorded, we're asking that everyone  

33 

00:04:20,866 --> 00:04:28,999 

including presenters keep their microphones and their cameras off when they are not actually presenting. 

34 

00:04:29,000 --> 00:04:35,700 

So Stacey Cicero and our presenters from Diverse and Resilient will get started in a moment. 

35 

00:04:35,700 --> 00:04:41,300 

They'll share more information about themselves and some background.  

36 

00:04:41,300 --> 00:04:48,166 

We already... I wanted to make a quick announcement that we are recording today's  

37 

00:04:48,166 --> 00:04:53,532 

ninety-minute session. As you know, we have Spanish language and ASL interpretation.  

38 

00:04:53,533 --> 00:05:00,766 

Our presenters have built in ways for all of you to participate even though you're going to  

39 

00:05:00,766 --> 00:05:06,766 

remain muted during the presentation, and that always makes the learning experience richer.  

40 



Beyond the Headlines: Examining the Root Causes of Anti-Trans Violence 
Transcript 

August 29, 2023 

5 
 

00:05:06,766 --> 00:05:11,599 

We invite everyone to join the discussion and feel free to ask questions out loud at the end  

41 

00:05:11,600 --> 00:05:18,633 

of the presentation after we have stopped recording at 2:30. I also want to let you know  

42 

00:05:18,633 --> 00:05:23,999 

that it was not the fault of our presenters from Diverse and Resilient that we are starting late today. 

43 

00:05:24,000 --> 00:05:29,066 

We were managing some technical difficulties. So I appreciate your patience.  

44 

00:05:29,066 --> 00:05:36,266 

And, now Stacy will share some context for this webinar series. Thank you. 

45 

00:05:36,266 --> 00:05:41,899 

Hello, I'm Stacey Cicero, the domestic abuse program coordinator for the Department of  

46 

00:05:41,900 --> 00:05:47,533 

Children and Families. Welcome to the newest webinar in the series on providing welcoming,  

47 

00:05:47,533 --> 00:05:52,866 

equitable, and inclusive services for the LGBTQ population. 

48 

00:05:52,866 --> 00:06:01,999 

As many of you are aware, it is a grant requirement for DCF funded programs to receive annual training on 
this topic. 

49 

00:06:02,000 --> 00:06:07,866 

DCF partners with End Abuse and Diverse and Resilient each year to create a new webinar- 

50 
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00:06:07,866 --> 00:06:10,999 

based training that meets this requirement. 

51 

00:06:11,000 --> 00:06:17,000 

The webinar today, Beyond the Headlines: Examining the Root Causes of Anti-Trans  

52 

00:06:17,000 --> 00:06:22,000 

Violence promises to be an insightful addition to the series. 

53 

00:06:22,000 --> 00:06:28,600 

All new staff should view the core webinar Understanding and Affirming LGBTQ Survivors  

54 

00:06:28,600 --> 00:06:34,066 

during their initial training period. This requirement only needs to be completed once  

55 

00:06:34,066 --> 00:06:40,699 

and meets the obligation of new staff training for the contract period. All staff may watch this  

56 

00:06:40,700 --> 00:06:46,866 

year's new webinar or view one of the previous LGBTQ webinars that are archived on the  

57 

00:06:46,866 --> 00:06:51,999 

End Abuse website to fulfill the annual DCF training requirements. 

58 

00:06:52,000 --> 00:06:58,100 

We strive to make all of these webinars as interactive, relevant, and engaging as possible.  

59 

00:06:58,100 --> 00:07:03,500 

I encourage programs to watch together as a staff and discuss afterwards on how you can  

60 
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00:07:03,500 --> 00:07:12,000 

use some of the key concepts to make your programs truly responsive to the needs of the LGBTQ population. 

61 

00:07:12,000 --> 00:07:16,633 

Please contact your DCF Grant administrator with any specific questions you have about  

62 

00:07:16,633 --> 00:07:18,999 

meeting this or other grant requirements. 

63 

00:07:19,000 --> 00:07:24,466 

And finally, it's my hope that these webinar-based trainings are more than just a way to  

64 

00:07:24,466 --> 00:07:30,399 

meet a grant requirement. We believe by bringing the most marginalized to the center of  

65 

00:07:30,400 --> 00:07:37,100 

our services and anti-oppression work, we will help ensure we meet the needs of all survivors.  

66 

00:07:37,100 --> 00:07:51,000 

And, now I'd like to turn this over to Reiko Ramos from Diverse and Resilient to introduce our presenters. 

67 

00:07:51,000 --> 00:07:59,000 

Thank you, Stacey. My name is Reiko Ramos, and I use they/them pronouns. 

68 

00:07:59,000 --> 00:08:05,233 

I'm the director for anti-violence programs at Diverse and Resilient. Welcome to our webinar,  

69 

00:08:05,233 --> 00:08:09,133 

Beyond the Headlines: Examining the Root Causes of Anti-Trans Violence. 

70 
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00:08:09,133 --> 00:08:15,133 

I'm going to give you just a little bit of background on Diverse and Resilient  

71 

00:08:15,133 --> 00:08:20,999 

before I ask the advocates to unmute and introduce themselves. 

72 

00:08:21,000 --> 00:08:27,000 

So again, at Diverse and Resilient, we see a future in which lesbian, gay, bisexual,  

73 

00:08:27,000 --> 00:08:38,000 

transgender, and queer people in Wisconsin thrive living healthy, satisfying lives in safe, supportive 
communities. 

74 

00:08:38,000 --> 00:08:43,933 

We center our work on those furthest from justice and those historically excluded by  

75 

00:08:43,933 --> 00:08:46,999 

systems that were not designed with us or for us. 

76 

00:08:47,000 --> 00:08:54,000 

We work for the liberation of all Queer, Trans, Black, Indigenous, and other people of color. 

77 

00:08:54,000 --> 00:08:59,833 

We stand in solidarity with all movements that fight for liberation, including Black Lives Matter,  

78 

00:08:59,833 --> 00:09:03,999 

Indigenous rights, immigrant rights, reproductive rights, and more. 

79 

00:09:04,000 --> 00:09:09,000 

We are not free until we are all free. 

80 
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00:09:09,000 --> 00:09:17,666 

Just very briefly about our anti-violence program. We have four advocates who provide  

81 

00:09:17,666 --> 00:09:26,599 

advocacy, accompaniment, training, and resources for LGBTQ community as well as  

82 

00:09:26,600 --> 00:09:33,366 

many of our partner programs. Best way to get in contact with us is our statewide resource  

83 

00:09:33,366 --> 00:09:46,999 

warm line. All our advocates have access to that for any folks you wanna refer to us or looking to provide co-
advocacy with. 

84 

00:09:47,000 --> 00:09:57,933 

In 2019, we did a Trans needs assessment that really looked at the specific needs of the Trans community In 
Milwaukee.  

85 

00:09:57,933 --> 00:10:05,999 

So, some of the things that you hear today come out of previous work that Diverse and Resilient has done. 

86 

00:10:06,000 --> 00:10:12,533 

In addition to some of those advocacy and capacity building things have already talked  

87 

00:10:12,533 --> 00:10:20,999 

about, we have youth and adult groups that meet in our Appleton office. 

88 

00:10:21,000 --> 00:10:27,000 

Newly returning is our Cutie.BIPoC space that we wanted to highlight as well that meets  

89 

00:10:27,000 --> 00:10:34,266 

weekly in our Appleton office, and a huge reason why we're all here together today, 
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90 

00:10:34,266 --> 00:10:40,999 

and we also help folks with legal name and gender marker changes. 

91 

00:10:41,000 --> 00:10:48,933 

So, with that, I will... we'll go to the next slide, and I'll have the advocates each unmute  

92 

00:10:48,933 --> 00:11:01,999 

themselves, introduce themselves by name and pronoun and your role at Diverse an Resilient,  

93 

00:11:02,000 --> 00:11:05,000 

and I'll pass it to you, Andrew first. 

94 

00:11:05,000 --> 00:11:12,500 

Hello everybody, my name is Andrew McKee. I go by they/he pronouns, but she or anything  

95 

00:11:12,500 --> 00:11:18,866 

else with respectful intent behind it works for me. I am the Adult Anti-Violence Program  

96 

00:11:18,866 --> 00:11:22,999 

Advocate based out of Diverse and Resilient's Milwaukee office. 

97 

00:11:23,000 --> 00:11:29,566 

It is a pleasure to be here, and to be able to connect with you all, and to really involve  

98 

00:11:29,566 --> 00:11:35,266 

ourselves and explore what is a very, very important topic for us. 

99 

00:11:35,266 --> 00:11:39,999 

So, thank you all for being here. 
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100 

00:11:40,000 --> 00:11:46,666 

Hi everyone, my name is Passion. I use they/them pronouns. They change often,  

101 

00:11:46,666 --> 00:11:51,766 

but they/them is always safest pronoun to use for me. I am the Youth and Young Adult  

102 

00:11:51,766 --> 00:11:57,066 

Advocate here at Diverse and Resilient in our Appleton office, and I'm so excited to jump into  

103 

00:11:57,066 --> 00:12:01,999 

this and thank you all for being here. 

104 

00:12:02,000 --> 00:12:09,000 

Hey y'all, my name is Keira Kowal Jett. I'm also based out of our Appleton office. 

105 

00:12:09,000 --> 00:12:16,833 

I use they/them pronouns. I'm our Community and Education Outreach Advocate so about  

106 

00:12:16,833 --> 00:12:28,999 

70% of my job is community education and outreach and about 30% is direct client service. 

107 

00:12:29,000 --> 00:12:37,166 

Hello everyone, my name is Nick Ross. I use they/them pronouns. I am an Advocate out of  

108 

00:12:37,166 --> 00:12:44,999 

our Appleton office working primarily with adults. 

109 

00:12:45,000 --> 00:12:52,533 

Thanks, all. I'm very proud of this team and really excited for what they have in store for you today. 
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110 

00:12:52,533 --> 00:12:58,666 

In a second, we'll go over objectives and an overview of our time together,  

111 

00:12:58,666 --> 00:13:03,899 

and I just want to start off by saying, I'm reminding folks that this is going to be a pretty  

112 

00:13:03,900 --> 00:13:10,733 

thick webinar. You will notice that we are not going to be spending as much time on  

113 

00:13:10,733 --> 00:13:17,633 

definitions as we have in past webinars, so hopefully you had some time to do some  

114 

00:13:17,633 --> 00:13:24,066 

LTBTQ and anti-racism review before today, 

and then the other note I'd like to make before  

115 

00:13:24,066 --> 00:13:33,266 

we start is that we recognize that this is a heavy training both to receive and to facilitate. 

116 

00:13:33,266 --> 00:13:40,399 

So, I encourage you all especially, Queer and Trans folks, any Black and Brown, Indigenous  

117 

00:13:40,400 --> 00:13:48,333 

folks in the room, please do what you need to care for yourselves, and for those of you who 

118 

00:13:48,333 --> 00:13:54,866 

are aspiring allies, aspiring co-conspirators in the room, if at any point you were feeling  

119 

00:13:54,866 --> 00:14:04,899 
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uncomfortable in the process, I just encourage you to lean into that discomfort notice it,  

120 

00:14:04,900 --> 00:14:09,433 

but try as much as possible to stay with us because there's a lot of information in here.  

121 

00:14:09,433 --> 00:14:19,533 

So, in this webinar, we will... participants will be able to 1: define Transphobia and locate its  

122 

00:14:19,533 --> 00:14:22,766 

roots within white supremacy and colonialism,  

123 

00:14:22,766 --> 00:14:30,399 

2: gain understanding of the current social...  socio-political context of anti-Trans violence in  

124 

00:14:30,400 --> 00:14:36,800 

the United States, and 3: name and address the dynamics of power and control that prevent  

125 

00:14:36,800 --> 00:14:41,266 

Trans access to care, support, and resources. 

126 

00:14:41,266 --> 00:14:49,266 

So, in the first section, which I will be taking a second, we'll talk a bit about what do we mean by Transphobia. 

127 

00:14:49,266 --> 00:14:54,932 

We'll talk about in the middle section, what we see happening in our state and our country right  

128 

00:14:54,933 --> 00:15:06,499 

now and ending with a an anti-violence framework and response to the type of violence that we're talking 
about. 

129 

00:15:06,500 --> 00:15:13,033 
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Starting off with some very brief definitions of Trans. When you hear us use this today,  

130 

00:15:13,033 --> 00:15:19,166 

we're using this as an umbrella term describing folks who do not identify with the gender they  

131 

00:15:19,166 --> 00:15:25,032 

were assigned at birth. This can and include... this can include Non-Binary and Gender  

132 

00:15:25,033 --> 00:15:32,599 

Non-Conforming experiences. There's a lot of nuance to the words and definitions that we use  

133 

00:15:32,600 --> 00:15:36,366 

to describe our individual identities and our communities. 

134 

00:15:36,366 --> 00:15:45,232 

So, we won't get into those details here, but I do encourage you to continue that learning elsewhere. 

135 

00:15:45,233 --> 00:15:52,233 

Another term you'll hear us use is Transphobia, and when we say Transphobia, we are referring  

136 

00:15:52,233 --> 00:16:00,099 

to the attitude that trans people are less deserving, less worthy, and less human because they are trans.  

137 

00:16:00,100 --> 00:16:09,233 

And, lastly, you'll hear us use the term Anti-Trans Violence throughout this presentation. 

138 

00:16:09,233 --> 00:16:15,999 

We are referring both to individual acts of violence towards a trans person as well as  

139 

00:16:16,000 --> 00:16:24,133 
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collective efforts to erase, repress, and end trans... end trans people and transness. Right?  

140 

00:16:24,133 --> 00:16:34,233 

So, we all know that violence and oppression happens interpersonally as well as on a systemic level. 

141 

00:16:34,233 --> 00:16:42,399 

And, I'm gonna move us into a reminder that Trans people have always existed.  

142 

00:16:42,400 --> 00:16:47,800 

We are nothing new. The title of our presentation is Beyond the Headlines,  

143 

00:16:47,800 --> 00:16:55,666 

and you will notice that Trans folks are in headlines often and have become increasingly  

144 

00:16:55,666 --> 00:17:00,032 

so. But we are nothing new.  We have always existed.  

145 

00:17:00,033 --> 00:17:09,233 

And so we're gonna start with a very brief introduction to some historical Transfigures. 

146 

00:17:09,233 --> 00:17:19,766 

So, here we have Joseph Lovedell. 1829 to 1912. Joseph opened a singing school in  

147 

00:17:19,766 --> 00:17:24,232 

New York and was someone who's institutionalized for his gender.  

148 

00:17:24,233 --> 00:17:35,199 

And so, this is an example of how Trans folks have many skills and many talents. We are everywhere. 

149 

00:17:35,200 --> 00:17:50,233 
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And also, have been on the receiving end of a lot of systemic violence within fields that are meant to help us. 

150 

00:17:50,233 --> 00:18:00,766 

Alright. On the next slide, we have Frances Thompson, who lived from 1840 to 1876. 

151 

00:18:00,766 --> 00:18:08,499 

Francis was an anti-rape activist and the first woman to testify before the US Congress.  

152 

00:18:08,500 --> 00:18:11,400 

This was in Memphis Riots of 1866. 

153 

00:18:11,400 --> 00:18:22,233 

And, we've included Frances here because Frances is one of us also an anti-violence advocate, right. 

154 

00:18:22,233 --> 00:18:32,233 

And, lastly, we have Gladys Bentley, who lived from 1907 to 1960. 

155 

00:18:32,233 --> 00:18:38,199 

Gladys was a blues singer and openly queer drag performer and icon of the Harlem  

156 

00:18:38,200 --> 00:18:44,166 

Renaissance and is someone who was forced to recant during the McCarthy era.  

157 

00:18:44,166 --> 00:18:52,232 

So again, another example of the impact that systemic violence and depression has on 

158 

00:18:52,233 --> 00:19:01,999 

Transgender people. So, and it's like, I'm gonna pass this over to Keira, and I just again want to  

159 

00:19:02,000 --> 00:19:09,533 
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remind you that Trans people come in all forms, we have always existed, and chances are 

160 

00:19:09,533 --> 00:19:14,166 

you've known many Trans people without even knowing they are Trans. And, we are also  

161 

00:19:14,166 --> 00:19:25,199 

multi-talented. We are skilled, resilient people, and have been in and around, and an integral  

162 

00:19:25,200 --> 00:19:35,233 

part of anti move... anti-violence movements for as long as people have existed and for as long as violence 
has existed. 

163 

00:19:35,233 --> 00:19:41,233 

And, passing it to Keira. 

164 

00:19:41,233 --> 00:19:46,399 

Okay, so now that we're a little bit rooted in the fact that Trans people have been around  

165 

00:19:46,400 --> 00:19:51,900 

forever, where does this anti-trans attitude come from? 

166 

00:19:51,900 --> 00:20:02,233 

Where is this anti-trans violence springing from? Short answer, colonization. Right? 

167 

00:20:02,233 --> 00:20:12,633 

This person in this photograph is Alok Menon, who is a really awesome scholar, in  

168 

00:20:12,633 --> 00:20:19,099 

addition, to being an artist and an activist is also a gender scholar, and doesn't gate keep it, 

169 

00:20:19,100 --> 00:20:29,000 



Beyond the Headlines: Examining the Root Causes of Anti-Trans Violence 
Transcript 

August 29, 2023 

18 
 

which is great. So, a lot of their research and  their findings can be shared widely and easily.  

170 

00:20:29,000 --> 00:20:38,233 

Alok says, "Western gender categories were developed as a metric to demonize Black [and  

171 

00:20:38,233 --> 00:20:47,599 

Indigenous] people", right. So, like that, the whole binary, right. "...as a metric to demonize  

172 

00:20:47,600 --> 00:20:55,100 

Black [and Indigenous] people and to [quote unquote] 'civilize' white people who were  

173 

00:20:55,100 --> 00:21:03,300 

defined against the 'savagery' [quote unquote] and 'sexual ambiguity' of Black and Indigenous people." 

174 

00:21:03,300 --> 00:21:11,666 

They continue, "In the 18th and 19th centuries, the sex binary..."what we now understand  

175 

00:21:11,666 --> 00:21:20,799 

today as like the man box and the woman box. "The sex binary was defined as a civilizational  

176 

00:21:20,800 --> 00:21:28,300 

accomplishment exclusive to the white race." So, I'm going to pause there and point out that  

177 

00:21:28,300 --> 00:21:35,800 

if it's a civilizational accomplishment, right there is an admission that it hasn't always been so. 

178 

00:21:35,800 --> 00:21:44,833 

It's a recent development. I'm gonna continue the quote, "Introducing Black and Indigenous 

179 

00:21:44,833 --> 00:21:52,666 
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people to the Western sex binary was part of the [quote] 'white man's burden,' the so-called 

180 

00:21:52,666 --> 00:22:01,432 

obligation to bring 'civilization' to [quote] 'savage' races across the world.," right. Which  

181 

00:22:01,433 --> 00:22:10,633 

also tells us that across the world, the binary has a not been a thing. It is a very, very recent  

182 

00:22:10,633 --> 00:22:21,966 

introduction, and it's a violent and power-based idea, right. It's just one more way that folks,  

183 

00:22:21,966 --> 00:22:26,599 

who are seeking power, have been able to say, "Well, those Black and Brown people,  

184 

00:22:26,600 --> 00:22:33,800 

they're backwards," right. We have quote unquote "accomplished the sex binary, but  

185 

00:22:33,800 --> 00:22:41,166 

everybody else hasn't done it." So, there's this inherent hierarchy, this inherent power seeking  

186 

00:22:41,166 --> 00:22:48,232 

power dynamic in the roots of the sex binary. 

187 

00:22:48,233 --> 00:22:54,866 

Okay, so this quote comes from Dr. Greg Thomas from his book "The Sexual Demon of  

188 

00:22:54,866 --> 00:23:03,499 

Colonial Power." Dr. Thomas says, "There is no universal man socialized in opposition to  

189 

00:23:03,500 --> 00:23:10,833 
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a universal woman," right. And, we already know that. We know that like, who...  

190 

00:23:10,833 --> 00:23:17,233 

a woman will experience gender differently than another woman, right, so there's no universal. 

191 

00:23:17,233 --> 00:23:26,599 

Dr. Thomas continues, "there is a white man and a white woman specified over and against  

192 

00:23:26,600 --> 00:23:33,500 

Black Africans, right. So, we're gonna look at a few images that can help us understand this 

193 

00:23:33,500 --> 00:23:40,233 

point. The first one right here is all these gentlemen holding signs that say, "I am a man." 

194 

00:23:40,233 --> 00:23:48,333 

We know that in the 60s and 70s and also throughout the time that Black folks have been  

195 

00:23:48,333 --> 00:23:57,466 

forced to be on this continent, we have been claiming our humanity in the face of folks who  

196 

00:23:57,466 --> 00:24:03,932 

would deny and erase it. But what's really important here is that these men are claiming  

197 

00:24:03,933 --> 00:24:09,233 

their humanity through gendered language. The signs don't say, "I am human." 

198 

00:24:09,233 --> 00:24:20,099 

They say, "I am a man," which tells us that Manhood is at this elevated, right, it is saved for  

199 

00:24:20,100 --> 00:24:24,466 



Beyond the Headlines: Examining the Root Causes of Anti-Trans Violence 
Transcript 

August 29, 2023 

21 
 

white men, right. 

200 

00:24:24,466 --> 00:24:31,732 

This next image you all might be familiar with Sojourner Truth's work, "Ain't I a Women?"  

201 

00:24:31,733 --> 00:24:39,633 

Again, she's saying "am I not also a woman?" These middle and upper class white women  

202 

00:24:39,633 --> 00:24:47,233 

seem to be setting the definition of what womanhood is. They can be in the house all day. 

203 

00:24:47,233 --> 00:24:55,666 

They can have soft hands. Muscles that are not like super, super strong. But she's claiming like,  

204 

00:24:55,666 --> 00:25:02,499 

I'm a woman too , and I'm very different from them. Again she's claiming her for humanity 

205 

00:25:02,500 --> 00:25:11,233 

through this gendered language, which tells us about the power in this idea of the gender binary. 

206 

00:25:11,233 --> 00:25:23,233 

These next 2 images, I want to give a content warning. They're political cartoons that include anti-Black 
tropes. 

207 

00:25:23,233 --> 00:25:36,699 

So this one, y'all might have seen this one. People love to say horrible things about Michelle Obama, right. 

208 

00:25:36,700 --> 00:25:44,766 

So, if you notice, the words say, "Make the first lady great again!" And so, here's Melania in a  

209 

00:25:44,766 --> 00:25:54,032 
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pink dress with evening gown gloves, long flowy hair, right, and if we look at the way Michelle  

210 

00:25:54,033 --> 00:26:03,999 

Obama is portrayed here. She is deliberately portrayed to be taller. She's not smiling.  

211 

00:26:04,000 --> 00:26:12,133 

She has more pronounced facial features, and more pronounced muscles, right, which we  

212 

00:26:12,133 --> 00:26:21,199 

know is an anti-Black trope. There's this... this stereotype that Black women are manly  

213 

00:26:21,200 --> 00:26:30,000 

or emasculating, and this comic is really playing on that. And again, the root of this is the idea  

214 

00:26:30,000 --> 00:26:35,233 

that Black folks are doing gender the wrong way. 

215 

00:26:35,233 --> 00:26:48,233 

So again, this power, this hierarchy, this supremacy. Using gender as a tool to enforce itself. 

216 

00:26:48,233 --> 00:26:58,233 

This next one. This is supposed to be Serena Williams. The greatest tennis player of all time, 

217 

00:26:58,233 --> 00:27:04,233 

and if you see the way she's depicted here, she also has pronounced muscles. 

218 

00:27:04,233 --> 00:27:12,766 

She also has really pronounced an exaggerated facial features that echo kind of minstrel  

219 

00:27:12,766 --> 00:27:16,232 
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drawings of the 18th and 19th centuries. 

220 

00:27:16,233 --> 00:27:25,399 

She's throwing a temper tantrum, and there's a pacifier near her, right, so we are in the  

221 

00:27:25,400 --> 00:27:32,233 

negating her humanity by negating her gender by saying she's like a child. 

222 

00:27:32,233 --> 00:27:36,666 

Right, instead of saying... instead of the implication that we got with Michelle Obama  

223 

00:27:36,666 --> 00:27:42,232 

in that cartoon that she's manly somehow, this one is in applying that she is like a child. 

224 

00:27:42,233 --> 00:27:50,733 

And, notice the way that the her opponent, the other tennis player, is drawn very, very differently from her. All 
right 

225 

00:27:50,733 --> 00:27:59,233 

So, now that we can understand, right, the gender binary was invented to justify colonization, right.  

226 

00:27:59,233 --> 00:28:06,499 

To say, white folks are so much more advanced, so much more accomplished than everyone  

227 

00:28:06,500 --> 00:28:13,566 

else, so it is our right to go into these spaces and make everybody else change.  

228 

00:28:13,566 --> 00:28:24,399 

When we punish, shame, and harm Trans and Non-Binary people today just for existing, we  

229 

00:28:24,400 --> 00:28:33,233 
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participate in this centuries-long racist cycle of violence. Against what is truly the global majority, right. 

230 

00:28:33,233 --> 00:28:42,166 

This, this white supremacist ideology came from a very, very small... graphically a very small  

231 

00:28:42,166 --> 00:28:48,899 

region and has now been used to punish and harm a great amount of the world. So, when we  

232 

00:28:48,900 --> 00:28:55,233 

today look at the news and say, "Oh, those, those Trans people are up to all this, all this bad stuff."  

233 

00:28:55,233 --> 00:29:02,233 

We are participating in that. We are participating in that harm and that racism. 

234 

00:29:02,233 --> 00:29:10,233 

Okay, we're gonna step into our second part in a moment. I'm going to hand it over to Nick, 

235 

00:29:10,233 --> 00:29:18,833 

but what I first want you all to do, as you're able, is to log into Menti, which is what we're using to  

236 

00:29:18,833 --> 00:29:24,533 

give our presentation today. So, you can open up a separate browser tab. You can go on a  

237 

00:29:24,533 --> 00:29:33,933 

tablet or your phone. Whatever connects to the internet for you, go to menti.com, and then it'll  

238 

00:29:33,933 --> 00:29:48,299 

ask you for an access code and that access code is 2 9 0 3 8 1 8 8. 

239 

00:29:48,300 --> 00:29:56,300 
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Okay, Nick, I'm gonna hand it over to you now. 

240 

00:29:56,300 --> 00:30:07,433 

All right, thank you, Keira. Keira did a... an excellent job of grounding us in the white  

241 

00:30:07,433 --> 00:30:16,533 

supremacist history of Transphobia, and now we're going to start transitioning into current  

242 

00:30:16,533 --> 00:30:26,233 

issues like, "What is going on now." So, let's get into it. So kind of bridging the gap between  

243 

00:30:26,233 --> 00:30:33,966 

before and now, let's take a little... let's take a look at how some laws have existed and  

244 

00:30:33,966 --> 00:30:41,332 

continue to have impacts in the present. So many states, municipalities in our country  

245 

00:30:41,333 --> 00:30:47,199 

throughout history have had various kinds of laws. Some have called them Masquerade  

246 

00:30:47,200 --> 00:30:54,200 

laws that are aimed at enforcing this white- supremacist, gender binary. 

247 

00:30:54,200 --> 00:31:04,233 

So, for example, some laws would say, for example, a person must be wearing a minimum  

248 

00:31:04,233 --> 00:31:08,299 

of three articles of clothing for their gender assigned at birth. 

249 

00:31:08,300 --> 00:31:17,300 
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Gender Assigned At Birth is a term that we use now. The... this term was not in those statutes at the time. 

250 

00:31:17,300 --> 00:31:27,166 

So essentially, if you were born and had an "M" on your birth certificate at birth, you could be  

251 

00:31:27,166 --> 00:31:37,999 

arrested and jailed for having on less than three articles of clothing that were determined to be  

252 

00:31:38,000 --> 00:31:44,533 

men's clothing, and we can see how that could like... how arbitrary that can be when we think  

253 

00:31:44,533 --> 00:31:53,233 

about the fact that it was controversial for women to wear pants up until the 1950s.  

254 

00:31:53,233 --> 00:32:02,199 

Can anyone in the Chat give me an example of a very significant historical event that was  

255 

00:32:02,200 --> 00:32:11,300 

influenced by these Masquerade Laws? Get 30 seconds... Love to see you an answer in the chat. 

256 

00:32:11,300 --> 00:32:21,866 

Hint... Yes, there we go. Stonewall, perfect. So, Stonewall, many folks have heard of it before,  

257 

00:32:21,866 --> 00:32:31,166 

Stonewall uprisings were basically a collective reaction to institutional police violence that was  

258 

00:32:31,166 --> 00:32:37,299 

occurring on a regular basis at a bar for LGBTQ folks in New York City. 

259 

00:32:37,300 --> 00:32:46,133 
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And, the reason... The justification that law enforcement had for making these raids was  

260 

00:32:46,133 --> 00:32:51,399 

these very laws that we're talking about that were on the books. So, they are able to,  

261 

00:32:51,400 --> 00:32:57,333 

you know, raid and arrest people because of these laws. And that's why when you hear  

262 

00:32:57,333 --> 00:33:03,299 

people talk about Stonewall was a riot or pride started as a riot. 

263 

00:33:03,300 --> 00:33:12,300 

We're talking about this reaction to state-sanctioned violence against the LGBTQ community. 

264 

00:33:12,300 --> 00:33:19,733 

So, when we think about what's happening now with various states banning drag, we'll call them  

265 

00:33:19,733 --> 00:33:28,099 

drag bands, but basically banning different performances from, you know, no children  

266 

00:33:28,100 --> 00:33:34,300 

allowed at certain types of performances that have drag performances... drag performers or 

267 

00:33:34,300 --> 00:33:43,633 

no performances where someone is wearing clothing that does not match their gender,  

268 

00:33:43,633 --> 00:33:52,299 

and, the big question is as determined by who?, are being outlawed in states like Tennessee and others. 

269 

00:33:52,300 --> 00:34:01,033 
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And, one thing to know again about these types of laws is, you know, who determines what is  

270 

00:34:01,033 --> 00:34:08,666 

wearing clothing of a different gender, right, and also we get a lot of the people who are  

271 

00:34:08,666 --> 00:34:13,299 

trying to pass these laws call drag performances sexual. 

272 

00:34:13,300 --> 00:34:21,833 

And, if we think back to the information in the historical context that Keira gave us about,  

273 

00:34:21,833 --> 00:34:27,966 

you know, the racism of the gender binary, we have to think about those two things being  

274 

00:34:27,966 --> 00:34:35,732 

connected because white supremacy was able to say Black men or Black women are less  

275 

00:34:35,733 --> 00:34:42,399 

human and other people of color are less human than White men or White women, and 

276 

00:34:42,400 --> 00:34:48,233 

one of the ways they would do that would by refer... would be by referring to people of other  

277 

00:34:48,233 --> 00:34:56,766 

races being over sexualized, right, and so that 

is kind of a direct connection to what we're  

278 

00:34:56,766 --> 00:35:04,332 

talking about now. All right, and moving on.  Institutionalization, so we had that historical  

279 
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00:35:04,333 --> 00:35:11,233 

example in the beginning that Reiko talked about being Trans was considered an illness  

280 

00:35:11,233 --> 00:35:19,499 

until about the seventies. And, you know, many people out there in the world still say that they  

281 

00:35:19,500 --> 00:35:25,533 

think it is an illness as well, and so, people would be held against their will in asylums and  

282 

00:35:25,533 --> 00:35:29,466 

other quote "treatment facilities," and this was commonplace. 

283 

00:35:29,466 --> 00:35:37,932 

When we think about that, we now need to think about the current efforts to either to protect  

284 

00:35:37,933 --> 00:35:46,899 

conversion therapy, which is therapy that's meant to change someone's gender or change  

285 

00:35:46,900 --> 00:35:57,266 

someone's sexual orientation. We're seeing a reaction where either laws are being attempted  

286 

00:35:57,266 --> 00:36:06,932 

to pass that protect Conversion therapy from bands or their efforts to overturn bands on  

287 

00:36:06,933 --> 00:36:14,299 

Conversion therapy that have been enacted previously. 

288 

00:36:14,300 --> 00:36:22,066 

All right, so here's an opportunity to use that MENTI information. So, if you look at your  

289 
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00:36:22,066 --> 00:36:28,299 

screen... if you're logged in and look at your screen, you'll have the opportunity to answer this question. 

290 

00:36:28,300 --> 00:36:40,300 

How much new anti-trans legislation has been introduced in 2023? 

291 

00:36:40,300 --> 00:36:55,300 

And, I'll just give it a... I don't know how many total we have on here, but the number just keeps on climbing. 

292 

00:36:55,300 --> 00:37:09,300 

All right, I think... starting to see things slow down a little bit. So, most of you said over 200 bills. 

293 

00:37:09,300 --> 00:37:19,300 

We've got some 100-200. 36 said almost 50 new. 

294 

00:37:19,300 --> 00:37:27,300 

All right, I think we can move on. Thank you, everyone, for participating. 

295 

00:37:27,300 --> 00:37:36,666 

So, the correct answer was over 300, and if you look, it's clearly way over 300, right, and we're  

296 

00:37:36,666 --> 00:37:45,299 

not even done with the year yet. So we're approaching almost 600 pieces of anti-trans legislation being 
passed. 

297 

00:37:45,300 --> 00:37:53,300 

And, you can see there is a link to look into that more deeply. So, you know, this is urgent. 

298 

00:37:53,300 --> 00:38:10,300 

The legislative attacks are increasing in frequency and severity. So, yes, and Keira we can move on to the next 
slide. 
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299 

00:38:10,300 --> 00:38:16,866 

Anti-trans legislation, emboldens and justifies anti-trans acts of violence. 

300 

00:38:16,866 --> 00:38:24,899 

We're gonna stick on this slide for just a little bit to talk through some things. So, the first thing  

301 

00:38:24,900 --> 00:38:33,800 

is I might be referencing some news stories and there is a list of links that I provided to End Abuse. 

302 

00:38:33,800 --> 00:38:41,533 

So, hopefully those can get shared out to everyone as well. But first, I just want to draw  

303 

00:38:41,533 --> 00:38:49,399 

attention to the fact that one anti-trans... Oh, no, we're gonna talk about that.  

304 

00:38:49,400 --> 00:38:55,300 

So, for example, about emboldening and justifying anti-trans acts of violence. 

305 

00:38:55,300 --> 00:39:02,300 

You may have seen in the news, the news story about a bookstore owner out of California who  

306 

00:39:02,300 --> 00:39:12,300 

was shot and murdered because of her display of a Pride flag at her business. 

307 

00:39:12,300 --> 00:39:24,666 

And, this individual, who was murdered, didn't even identify as part of the LGBTQ community, 

308 

00:39:24,666 --> 00:39:34,532 

so we see that this anti-trans violence affects not only, you know... It's escalating and it affects  
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309 

00:39:34,533 --> 00:39:43,299 

not only us, right, it also affects the people, who are choosing to stand with us in solidarity. 

310 

00:39:43,300 --> 00:39:48,300 

And, yes, I think we can go on to the next slide. 

311 

00:39:48,300 --> 00:39:54,666 

So some of the specific legislation that we're seeing, some of the worst we see targeting  

312 

00:39:54,666 --> 00:40:01,899 

youth, youth in schools. So, we see this at the local level on school boards. We see this in  

313 

00:40:01,900 --> 00:40:11,666 

state legislatures, and these... we do currently have bills in our own state legislature that are  

314 

00:40:11,666 --> 00:40:17,332 

aiming to quote "protect women's sports." And now, when we hear something like that,  

315 

00:40:17,333 --> 00:40:25,933 

protect women's sports, I hope we can hear that and now have a different understanding of how  

316 

00:40:25,933 --> 00:40:33,766 

loaded those 3 words are considering the racist and white supremacist history of the gender  

317 

00:40:33,766 --> 00:40:42,699 

binary that we are just now laying out. And, this legislation... By the way, it's really important  

318 

00:40:42,700 --> 00:40:48,900 

to know that most of this legislation we're either seeing on school boards or in the state  
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319 

00:40:48,900 --> 00:40:57,900 

legislatures is not even written by the, you know, legislators themselves. 

320 

00:40:57,900 --> 00:41:06,700 

This is model legislation that is being written and distributed by nonprofit, political-action groups. 

321 

00:41:06,700 --> 00:41:13,500 

One example is Alliance Defending Freedom. Some of you may have heard of them because  

322 

00:41:13,500 --> 00:41:21,200 

they are... they are the ones who aggressively bring quote "religious freedom" cases to the  

323 

00:41:21,200 --> 00:41:27,933 

Supreme Court like we saw with the most recent, web design website.  

324 

00:41:27,933 --> 00:41:37,599 

So, these groups are distributing basically copy and paste legislation that targets Trans youth  

325 

00:41:37,600 --> 00:41:43,700 

to state legislatures all across the country and school boards all across the country. 

326 

00:41:43,700 --> 00:41:51,733 

So, these laws aren't even being initiated by the communities that they are going to take place  

327 

00:41:51,733 --> 00:41:59,133 

in, and these laws do things like prevent Trans youth from participating in sports, prevent  

328 

00:41:59,133 --> 00:42:08,733 

from accessing affirming medical care, and prevent safe and inclusive name use, curricula  
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329 

00:42:08,733 --> 00:42:13,766 

and symbols of support in schools, also bathroom access.  

330 

00:42:13,766 --> 00:42:22,266 

And, something we hear in Wisconsin, at least if you're, you know, if you're someone who is part  

331 

00:42:22,266 --> 00:42:30,532 

of the LGBTQ community or tapped in to that is... Oh, thank goodness we have our governor,  

332 

00:42:30,533 --> 00:42:38,199 

who's going to veto any type of legislation. So, we're fine in Wisconsin. But, you know, that's  

333 

00:42:38,200 --> 00:42:45,266 

not really the case. The fact that these laws are 

in our state legislatures and part of such an  

334 

00:42:45,266 --> 00:42:51,632 

intense, national, harsh, and violent conversation really does have serious impacts  

335 

00:42:51,633 --> 00:43:00,699 

on our young people. So, this is national survey data from the, the Trevor project. I would also  

336 

00:43:00,700 --> 00:43:07,100 

encourage all of you to look into the Wisconsin Youth Risk Behavioral Survey, which does track  

337 

00:43:07,100 --> 00:43:15,633 

these types of indicators for LGBT youth, and you can even get it drilled down to how the  

338 

00:43:15,633 --> 00:43:21,999 



Beyond the Headlines: Examining the Root Causes of Anti-Trans Violence 
Transcript 

August 29, 2023 

35 
 

LGBTQ youth in your very own county are doing. But, for this, this national survey,  

339 

00:43:22,000 --> 00:43:32,066 

over 60% report symptoms of depression or anxiety, 85% report keeping up with the  

340 

00:43:32,066 --> 00:43:38,799 

legislation of, of their rights, and nearly a third said their mental health was poor most of the  

341 

00:43:38,800 --> 00:43:47,200 

time or always due to anti-LGBTQ policies and legislation. So if you're an aspiring  

342 

00:43:47,200 --> 00:43:54,066 

co-conspirator, you might think, "Oh, you know,  

we're in Wisconsin things will be fine."  

343 

00:43:54,066 --> 00:44:01,332 

Like, "it's not that big of a deal." That is not true for those of us who are part of the LGBTQ  

344 

00:44:01,333 --> 00:44:08,599 

community, we are paying attention to this legislation. It does have negative mental health 

345 

00:44:08,600 --> 00:44:14,566 

outcomes, and we need to listen to our youth when they tell us that they are affected by it,  

346 

00:44:14,566 --> 00:44:20,299 

and we need to believe them and respond accordingly. 

347 

00:44:20,300 --> 00:44:28,433 

Just some more data, again, to point out that... so this is broken down by region. Experience  

348 
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00:44:28,433 --> 00:44:38,699 

symptoms of anxiety, so in both columns, most LGBTQ young people are experiencing anxiety  

349 

00:44:38,700 --> 00:44:46,066 

and depression. And, if you look at the Midwest, that's where we are, it's like the highest at least 

350 

00:44:46,066 --> 00:44:54,299 

for anxiety, the highest reported number. So, you know, we're not fine just because we're in Wisconsin. 

351 

00:44:54,300 --> 00:45:04,300 

And, this is data about LGBTQ young people who have been physically threatened or harmed in the past year 
by region. 

352 

00:45:04,300 --> 00:45:13,300 

So, we see statistics due to their sexual orientation, and then on the other side, we see  

353 

00:45:13,300 --> 00:45:16,666 

people that are harmed due to their gender identity. 

354 

00:45:16,666 --> 00:45:25,932 

We definitely see that folks are experiencing this more often due to gender identity than due  

355 

00:45:25,933 --> 00:45:32,499 

to sexual orientation. A reminder that these  

things are distinct, right. Sexual orientation is  

356 

00:45:32,500 --> 00:45:40,733 

not the same as gender identity, and also again, Midwest that's the highest reported percentage  

357 

00:45:40,733 --> 00:45:52,099 

of people who have been harmed or physically threatened is because of their gender identity.  
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358 

00:45:52,100 --> 00:46:00,900 

So, we're not, again, we're not fine just because we're in Wisconsin, and again, these are huge  

359 

00:46:00,900 --> 00:46:12,466 

numbers most people... Excuse me, let me start over. Most LGBTQ people have felt  

360 

00:46:12,466 --> 00:46:19,132 

discriminated against in the past year due to their gender identity, and again, that highest  

361 

00:46:19,133 --> 00:46:25,299 

reported number is in the Midwest. 

362 

00:46:25,300 --> 00:46:33,466 

And finally, to wrap up or to start wrapping up some of the data. This is about affirming spaces  

363 

00:46:33,466 --> 00:46:41,632 

among Transgender and Non-Binary young people, 35% find a safe space at home that  

364 

00:46:41,633 --> 00:46:49,599 

number should be way, way higher, right, 52% find safe spaces in their school, 

365 

00:46:49,600 --> 00:46:59,066 

17% at community events, and 70% online. So, we need to pay attention to that online number.  

366 

00:46:59,066 --> 00:47:05,699 

Most Trans and Non-Binary young people are going online for affirming spaces and to find  

367 

00:47:05,700 --> 00:47:14,133 

support, but this online is also where, these young folks are going to encounter some of the  
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368 

00:47:14,133 --> 00:47:21,299 

most disturbing violence, anti-trans and anti-LGBTQ, and racist rhetoric. 

369 

00:47:21,300 --> 00:47:30,300 

So we need to... One, we need to support youth accessing online spaces to find support. 

370 

00:47:30,300 --> 00:47:38,033 

Two, we need to support youth in developing strategies to stay safe emotionally and mentally  

371 

00:47:38,033 --> 00:47:41,299 

while they're looking at navigating online spaces. 

372 

00:47:41,300 --> 00:47:47,666 

And three, we need to believe youth and take them seriously when they say they've been  

373 

00:47:47,666 --> 00:47:57,299 

harmed through interactions they've had online. 

374 

00:47:57,300 --> 00:48:05,466 

And so like, what are the effects of all this anti-trans legislation even when they're not enacted  

375 

00:48:05,466 --> 00:48:12,299 

into a law? There's a cooling effect. So, this is hard to quantify, but we know that it's real. 

376 

00:48:12,300 --> 00:48:17,433 

So for example, when rainbow flags are banned, when safe space signs are considered  

377 

00:48:17,433 --> 00:48:22,399 

controversial, and online communities are destroyed, where do you turn to when they 
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378 

00:48:22,400 --> 00:48:31,666 

struggle? And, I just want to remind folks of the situation that happened in Waukesha schools  

379 

00:48:31,666 --> 00:48:44,199 

this year where a, a teacher was fired essentially for organizing a concert that included  

380 

00:48:44,200 --> 00:48:50,300 

a song by Miley Cyrus and Dolly Parton that included lyrics about rainbows. 

381 

00:48:50,300 --> 00:48:57,433 

So, you know, someone actually lost their job for just having a song about kindness and  

382 

00:48:57,433 --> 00:49:04,299 

rainbows because the school board and administration determined that rainbows were too political. 

383 

00:49:04,300 --> 00:49:12,366 

And, that may seem extreme, but that is just one story that rose to the top and was picked up  

384 

00:49:12,366 --> 00:49:17,532 

by the news cycle. We are not hearing all of those quiet conversations that are happening in  

385 

00:49:17,533 --> 00:49:22,166 

schools where teachers are talking amongst themselves about, "Oh, I'm not going to show  

386 

00:49:22,166 --> 00:49:28,466 

this anymore," or "I'm gonna take this down," or they're colleagues or administrators are coming  

387 

00:49:28,466 --> 00:49:32,666 

to them and saying, you know talking about, "You might want to consider whether or not  
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388 

00:49:32,666 --> 00:49:39,166 

you're gonna have this." We also see these types of bands on displaying safe spaces  

389 

00:49:39,166 --> 00:49:46,232 

pop up in school board discussions all the time, and so, that is the effect.  

390 

00:49:46,233 --> 00:49:54,866 

And finally, kind of ultimately the most important data here is that 1 in 2 Trans and Non-Binary  

391 

00:49:54,866 --> 00:50:05,732 

youth seriously considered suicide in the last year. That's half of our Trans and Non-Binary young people. 

392 

00:50:05,733 --> 00:50:14,299 

And, this is not only a rhetorical question. This is partially a rhetorical question. 

393 

00:50:14,300 --> 00:50:21,000 

What do we lose when we lose the youth of a specific community? And we have,  

394 

00:50:21,000 --> 00:50:28,200 

unfortunately, we have historical examples of this. We have it... We have the historical  

395 

00:50:28,200 --> 00:50:36,966 

example of slavery, we have the historical example of Indigenous and Native populations  

396 

00:50:36,966 --> 00:50:47,366 

and boarding schools, and we have the historical example of the AIDS crisis. 

397 

00:50:47,366 --> 00:50:55,299 

Now, passing it off to Andrew. 
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398 

00:50:55,300 --> 00:51:00,333 

Hi everybody. So I think that it's really, really important that we circle back to that question  

399 

00:51:00,333 --> 00:51:06,299 

and really emphasize what do we lose when we lose the youth of a specific community, right, 

400 

00:51:06,300 --> 00:51:13,500 

so if we're thinking critically, what comes to mind? Naturally is us ultimately losing the  

401 

00:51:13,500 --> 00:51:20,266 

opportunity to coexist in a society that is genuinely equitable, inclusive, and just,  

402 

00:51:20,266 --> 00:51:26,299 

and how it makes a quality livelihood accessible to all of its members indiscriminately. 

403 

00:51:26,300 --> 00:51:32,700 

And so, if we're living in a society that does not provide access indiscriminately, then that  

404 

00:51:32,700 --> 00:51:39,133 

means that we live in a society that actively functions with discrimination as a component  

405 

00:51:39,133 --> 00:51:45,166 

of it. So, in a society where there is active discrimination, there is always an active threat  

406 

00:51:45,166 --> 00:51:50,432 

of genocide, which brings us to the 10 stages of genocide. 

407 

00:51:50,433 --> 00:51:56,799 

The 10 stages of genocide is a policy model and an academic tool that was developed by  
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408 

00:51:56,800 --> 00:52:02,966 

Dr. Gregory Stanton, a professor of law and human rights, as well as the founding president  

409 

00:52:02,966 --> 00:52:09,299 

of the Genocide Watch, which is a non-governmental organization which still actively  

410 

00:52:09,300 --> 00:52:13,300 

campaigns against genocide based in Washington, DC. 

411 

00:52:13,300 --> 00:52:21,800 

Quick fun fact actually about Gregory, Dr. Gregory is that he hails from a social justice  

412 

00:52:21,800 --> 00:52:27,300 

oriented heritage, and he is followed in the footsteps of prominent women's suffrage and  

413 

00:52:27,300 --> 00:52:33,666 

abolitionist activists, including Elizabeth C. Stanton and Henry Brewster Stanton.  

414 

00:52:33,666 --> 00:52:39,932 

So, in a lot of ways, his work has continued to progress his family's work of creating greater  

415 

00:52:39,933 --> 00:52:44,299 

awareness around social justice issues and reform. 

416 

00:52:44,300 --> 00:52:52,166 

So, the ten stages of genocide detail the steps in the processes that lead to genocide,  

417 

00:52:52,166 --> 00:52:57,299 

along with partnering preventative measures that can be implemented to avoid it. 
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418 

00:52:57,300 --> 00:53:02,566 

Stanton first presented this to the US Department of State shortly after the Rwandan  

419 

00:53:02,566 --> 00:53:09,232 

genocide, and he largely based a lot of his analysis on a number of varying genocides,  

420 

00:53:09,233 --> 00:53:14,299 

including but not limited to the Cambodian genocide and the Holocaust. 

421 

00:53:14,300 --> 00:53:20,866 

It's also really important to know as we evaluate these 10 stages that the 10 stages are  

422 

00:53:20,866 --> 00:53:26,666 

not linear. So, it is completely possible for several stages to take place at the same time, 

423 

00:53:26,666 --> 00:53:33,832 

and whenever he had originally developed and presented this policy model, it was originally the  

424 

00:53:33,833 --> 00:53:44,133 

8 Stages of Genocide, but in 2012, he added... Gotcha. A bit quick.  

425 

00:53:44,133 --> 00:53:50,299 

So, in 2012 he also added Persecution and Discrimination to the list. 

426 

00:53:50,300 --> 00:54:00,133 

So now the full list includes Classification, Symbolization, Discrimination, Dehumanization,  

427 

00:54:00,133 --> 00:54:14,299 

Organization, Polarization, Preparation, Persecution, Extermination, and Denial. 
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428 

00:54:14,300 --> 00:54:22,833 

And so, whenever... If we are to really take a look at where we are at based on the  

429 

00:54:22,833 --> 00:54:30,499 

socio-political climate we're in, it is very reasonable to assert that we are in both steps  

430 

00:54:30,500 --> 00:54:37,900 

6 and 7 and or a combination of the 2 simultaneously, and that's a pretty accurate  

431 

00:54:37,900 --> 00:54:47,300 

reflection based on how close we are to a full genocide with respect specifically to the Transgender 
community. 

432 

00:54:47,300 --> 00:54:53,866 

A prime example is evident in this quote. The following quote was made by the right-wing,  

433 

00:54:53,866 --> 00:55:01,966 

political commentator and daily wire contributor Michael Knowles. He has a show where he 

434 

00:55:01,966 --> 00:55:14,699 

actively is the, the despousal point of a lot of anti-trans rhetoric, and he makes very  

435 

00:55:14,700 --> 00:55:22,400 

intentional use of Polarization, which is step 6, and Preparation, in step 7. The quote is,  

436 

00:55:22,400 --> 00:55:29,300 

"For the good of society, transgenderism must be eradicated from public life entirely - 

437 

00:55:29,300 --> 00:55:39,166 

the whole preposterous ideology at every level." So, it's important to consider that whenever we  
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438 

00:55:39,166 --> 00:55:44,832 

are at stage 7, perpetrators plan the genocide... that are planning the genocide often use  

439 

00:55:44,833 --> 00:55:52,399 

euphemisms to cloak their intentions. Acts of genocide are disguised as self-defense if there  

440 

00:55:52,400 --> 00:56:00,400 

is an ongoing armed conflict or civil war. So, right now, politically, as my colleagues  

441 

00:56:00,400 --> 00:56:07,566 

already mentioned, there is a great deal of socio-political tension around gender affirming  

442 

00:56:07,566 --> 00:56:12,999 

care. That's something that we've actively seen come up in the news. We've actively seen it  

443 

00:56:13,000 --> 00:56:21,300 

as like a centered topic for people that are running people, that are actively holding seats  

444 

00:56:21,300 --> 00:56:27,466 

within government, and it just continues to become more popular, and so, it's something  

445 

00:56:27,466 --> 00:56:33,299 

that we anticipate continuing to see. But, what's important about this quote is that as Knowles  

446 

00:56:33,300 --> 00:56:39,800 

speaks on society and it's good. There's no regard for transgender folks that live within that  

447 

00:56:39,800 --> 00:56:46,200 

society. So, in this case, the word "society" itself becomes a euphemism, not for the collective  
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448 

00:56:46,200 --> 00:56:52,633 

society, but for the discriminate, oppressive society that he and others who hold his same  

449 

00:56:52,633 --> 00:56:56,299 

beliefs would ideally like to see manifest. 

450 

00:56:56,300 --> 00:57:02,033 

It's also important to note that he's intentionally framing Transgender and Gender Queer  

451 

00:57:02,033 --> 00:57:09,833 

existence as an ideological idea, so that his statement seems to assert that he is at odds  

452 

00:57:09,833 --> 00:57:15,699 

with a way of thinking as opposed to actually attacking an entire living community of people,  

453 

00:57:15,700 --> 00:57:23,233 

which is very clear and evident in his statement, that is... that is actually what is happening within  

454 

00:57:23,233 --> 00:57:32,333 

that statement is a call for action. It is a call for an attack on the entire Transgender community, 

455 

00:57:32,333 --> 00:57:39,666 

and to that point is also important to know that it's clear in his statement that he's trying to  

456 

00:57:39,666 --> 00:57:46,999 

ensure that this community is raced in part through his rhetoric. 

457 

00:57:47,000 --> 00:57:54,700 

Now, despite his effort and the efforts being made by others, who are also intending to harm  
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458 

00:57:54,700 --> 00:58:01,866 

and eradicate Transgender existence, this next slide reiterates a really important fact which has  

459 

00:58:01,866 --> 00:58:08,932 

so eloquently been put by phenomenal Gender Queer artist, Ka Yagni, and the quote is,  

460 

00:58:08,933 --> 00:58:16,533 

"I like making art that has starry skies because I associate starscapes with being extremely old, 

461 

00:58:16,533 --> 00:58:21,299 

but also with the future and with everything undiscovered that we don't know yet. 

462 

00:58:21,300 --> 00:58:27,166 

I wanted this poster to be a reminder of the ways that trans people are like that. No matter  

463 

00:58:27,166 --> 00:58:32,799 

what happens, we are a part of nature and we've been here and we will continue to be here."  

464 

00:58:32,800 --> 00:58:37,766 

So, I know that a lot of what we are covering is really heavy, but I think that it's really important  

465 

00:58:37,766 --> 00:58:45,232 

to just take a moment to exist. Looking at this slide and reflecting on how valid and how 

466 

00:58:45,233 --> 00:58:52,733 

appropriate, and how needed, and how integral, we are as members of the Queer community  

467 

00:58:52,733 --> 00:59:01,299 

and supporters of members of our Trans family as well. 
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468 

00:59:01,300 --> 00:59:12,300 

I'm gonna pass it off to our next presenter. 

469 

00:59:12,300 --> 00:59:22,933 

Thank you so much, Andrew, for walking us through this really frightening moment that we're in right now. 

470 

00:59:22,933 --> 00:59:30,499 

If you all want the link to where you can find a bunch of really beautiful art by Transgender  

471 

00:59:30,500 --> 00:59:35,733 

Non-Conforming folks, you can... We actually may have included it in the links that we'll send  

472 

00:59:35,733 --> 00:59:45,299 

out, but if we haven't, you can email one of us, and we will send that to you. 

473 

00:59:45,300 --> 00:59:55,600 

Moving into our third... Thank you, Reiko just put the link in the chat.  Our third and final  

474 

00:59:55,600 --> 01:00:01,533 

section, we're going to talk about an Anti-Violence Framework and response to this...  

475 

01:00:01,533 --> 01:00:08,499 

to this current moment. Some of this might be review for some of you, and if it is, I encourage  

476 

01:00:08,500 --> 01:00:17,800 

you to lean in. Our building blocks are always helpful for us, right. Okay, so, we are going to  

477 

01:00:17,800 --> 01:00:30,333 

review Power and Control. This image looks at first like your regular power and control wheel. 
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478 

01:00:30,333 --> 01:00:38,733 

If you look closely, and we're happy to send you PDFs of this, this includes details that are  

479 

01:00:38,733 --> 01:00:47,399 

specific to the experiences of LGBTQ folks including this outer ring that talks about  

480 

01:00:47,400 --> 01:00:53,300 

Homophobia, Biphobia, and Transphobia. And, then the outer culture, right, which we've talked  

481 

01:00:53,300 --> 01:01:02,066 

about colonization, white supremacy as the backdrop, and seed and ultimate beneficiary  

482 

01:01:02,066 --> 01:01:06,432 

of this violence.  

483 

01:01:06,433 --> 01:01:12,466 

So, I'm gonna give a trigger warning for this section. We are going to talk a little bit about  

484 

01:01:12,466 --> 01:01:21,299 

sexual assault, and we're going to talk about historic and current anti-Black violence. 

485 

01:01:21,300 --> 01:01:30,066 

So, tactics of power and control can be used interpersonally and many of us see that in our  

486 

01:01:30,066 --> 01:01:36,432 

daily work, right. We meet with people who have been on the receiving end of this harm  

487 

01:01:36,433 --> 01:01:44,299 

interpersonally. It can also be used group over group and systemically. So, we're going to walk  



Beyond the Headlines: Examining the Root Causes of Anti-Trans Violence 
Transcript 

August 29, 2023 

50 
 

488 

01:01:44,300 --> 01:01:46,366 

through what that might look like.  

489 

01:01:46,366 --> 01:01:56,666 

Right here on the left, we have a list of behaviors that would fall under the intimidation  

490 

01:01:56,666 --> 01:02:02,799 

tactic, right, at an interpersonal level. That might include yelling in someone's face, breaking  

491 

01:02:02,800 --> 01:02:09,700 

someone's stuff, their belongings, or right,  placing a gun on the coffee table. We see that  

492 

01:02:09,700 --> 01:02:17,700 

kind of escalation. On the right, these are examples of how intimidation can be used at an  

493 

01:02:17,700 --> 01:02:28,633 

interpersonal level in identity-based violence, right. For example, the constant evaluation of a  

494 

01:02:28,633 --> 01:02:34,799 

Black employee, micromanage... the micro management, the oversight, the constant threat of being let go. 

495 

01:02:34,800 --> 01:02:41,266 

of being let go. Okay, threatening to call the cops on a Black stranger. That's a one to one  

496 

01:02:41,266 --> 01:02:49,632 

interaction often, and we see the videos of this going viral regularly. Um, flying a Confederate  

497 

01:02:49,633 --> 01:02:59,266 

flag in your yard, right. That is also identity- based, interpersonal intimidation. An individual  
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498 

01:02:59,266 --> 01:03:09,299 

person making a decision to harm another person based on their identity. 

499 

01:03:09,300 --> 01:03:21,800 

Looking at group intimidation, right. As schools integrated or as schools introduced integration  

500 

01:03:21,800 --> 01:03:30,800 

policies, is what I'll say. Because not all schools integrated. We saw white mobs harassing Black  

501 

01:03:30,800 --> 01:03:37,766 

children as they went to school. That is a group of people harming another group of people,  

502 

01:03:37,766 --> 01:03:44,299 

but they are specific. I mean, we can look at the list of names, the list of faces, this group of people. 

503 

01:03:44,300 --> 01:03:52,066 

Burning a cross in a Black family's front yard that would be intimidation, right, but that's  

504 

01:03:52,066 --> 01:03:58,866 

again a group of people intimidating another group of people. Cops in riot gear showing up  

505 

01:03:58,866 --> 01:04:07,766 

when Black people peaceably assemble, which is a right. Again, that's a group of people, a list 

506 

01:04:07,766 --> 01:04:17,199 

of names using this tactic to intimidate and harm another group of people systemically,  

507 

01:04:17,200 --> 01:04:24,533 

right. When enough groups of people from the same group... when enough groups of people  
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508 

01:04:24,533 --> 01:04:32,899 

from the same group choose to engage in this kind of harm then we get a systemic level of  

509 

01:04:32,900 --> 01:04:44,366 

harm, right. Heightened surveillance and police presence in Black communities, right. The constant threat of 
the criminal incarceration  

510 

01:04:44,366 --> 01:04:50,299 

system. The school to prison pipeline, right, is another example of this. 

511 

01:04:50,300 --> 01:04:57,566 

Textbooks which say Black people benefited from slavery, right. So, that means how many  

512 

01:04:57,566 --> 01:05:04,799 

publishers had to say, "Yeah, that's okay to put in the book.?" How many editors, how many  

513 

01:05:04,800 --> 01:05:12,100 

people actually wrote those sections of the books? How many schools purchased them,  

514 

01:05:12,100 --> 01:05:18,966 

and then how many teachers are teaching that material? That becomes not a list of names that  

515 

01:05:18,966 --> 01:05:31,299 

we can track down that becomes a whole interworking system, right, which becomes harder to address, much 
harder to address. 

516 

01:05:31,300 --> 01:05:38,300 

And, what we know is true is that all of these are happening at the same time. 

517 

01:05:38,300 --> 01:05:46,400 
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So, what I want you to do in Menti or if Menti isn't working for you, you can use the zoom chat  

518 

01:05:46,400 --> 01:05:52,733 

is choose another tactic, right, so we just walked through intimidation. Choose another  

519 

01:05:52,733 --> 01:06:05,333 

tactic and come up with a few examples of how it can play out at each level. 

520 

01:06:05,333 --> 01:06:19,299 

When your answers pop up on Menti, they will be anonymous, also, if that helps you make your decision. 

521 

01:06:19,300 --> 01:06:30,433 

Alright, yes, in the Zoom Chat, a textbook that claims that Native folks were to blame for killing  

522 

01:06:30,433 --> 01:06:42,299 

and over-hunting buffalo that I would call minimization, reversal, and denial. 

523 

01:06:42,300 --> 01:06:56,300 

Stealing, burning, and damaging LGBTQ identifiers. Yup, like taking a flag down from somewhere. 

524 

01:06:56,300 --> 01:07:05,300 

Yes, surveilling CuTie.BiPoC survivors in shelter. This is something we see all the time. 

525 

01:07:05,300 --> 01:07:13,300 

Is that CuTie.BiPoC folks are more likely to face disciplinary action in domestic violence  

526 

01:07:13,300 --> 01:07:24,300 

agencies or to be outright kicked out of the agency for no stated reason. 

527 

01:07:24,300 --> 01:07:32,100 
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Primarily white institutions, right. If you haven't heard that term before, a primarily white  

528 

01:07:32,100 --> 01:07:43,133 

institution is something that historically exists for white communities, so it might be a college.  

529 

01:07:43,133 --> 01:07:53,133 

It might be like sports club, right, but a primarily white institution that has BiPOC and LGBTQI  

530 

01:07:53,133 --> 01:07:59,299 

folks on the brochure, right, which is misleading. 

531 

01:07:59,300 --> 01:08:08,300 

In employment not hiring someone because they have a Black name. 

532 

01:08:08,300 --> 01:08:21,300 

Wearing a MAGA hat. Yes. That is an interpersonal that is similar to flying a Confederate flag in your yard. 

533 

01:08:21,300 --> 01:08:32,300 

Willful ignorance or apathy, and I'm also seeing that connected to "This doesn't concern me," 

534 

01:08:32,300 --> 01:08:40,133 

right. And, even if we go all the way back up to the top, this idea of choose kindness, right,  

535 

01:08:40,133 --> 01:08:48,166 

which minimizes the profound impact of all of this violence, right. If we have group on group  

536 

01:08:48,166 --> 01:08:58,399 

and systemic violence. Interpersonally choosing kindness is very dismissive, right, saying, "Well,  

537 

01:08:58,400 --> 01:09:01,300 
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if people were just kind, the problem would be solved." 

538 

01:09:01,300 --> 01:09:10,833 

It is in the bones and blood of our society, this kind of violence, right, so, just looking the other  

539 

01:09:10,833 --> 01:09:23,299 

way because it doesn't concern you personally or using platitudes to dismiss it doesn't even begin to address 
the issue. 

540 

01:09:23,300 --> 01:09:29,300 

Okay, these are all really, really excellent. 

541 

01:09:29,300 --> 01:09:34,300 

Thank you. 

542 

01:09:34,300 --> 01:09:40,300 

And, we will send out these responses for you all. We're not going to be able to go through all of them right 
this moment. 

543 

01:09:40,300 --> 01:09:49,300 

But we'll send them out so that y'all can think on all of these. 

544 

01:09:49,300 --> 01:09:53,300 

Yeah, excellent. Thank you all. 

545 

01:09:53,300 --> 01:10:02,300 

Okay. I wanna reissue this trigger warning for sexual assault and historic and current anti-Black violence. 

546 

01:10:02,300 --> 01:10:11,300 

What we're going to do in a moment is we're going to focus on one of our historical figures from the 
beginning. Frances Thompson... 
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547 

01:10:11,300 --> 01:10:23,300 

Keira.  Yes. Just real quick before you move on, I did see a response that said reverse discrimination is just as 
important. 

548 

01:10:23,300 --> 01:10:32,300 

I would encourage us to like think about that. What does that mean? What is reverse discrimination? 

549 

01:10:32,300 --> 01:10:41,300 

We don't have to spend time on it now, but what is that mean? That's a rhetorical question. 

550 

01:10:41,300 --> 01:10:47,300 

Yeah, and we can... we can... we can spend a minute. Alright, here's what I'll say. 

551 

01:10:47,300 --> 01:10:52,300 

Reverse discrimination. 

552 

01:10:52,300 --> 01:10:59,933 

What's true is that anyone can be mean to anyone else, right. Anyone can be mean to  

553 

01:10:59,933 --> 01:11:10,333 

anyone else, but not everyone has groups and systems working toward their actual death,  

554 

01:11:10,333 --> 01:11:17,299 

right, so maybe a Black person was mean to you one time. 

555 

01:11:17,300 --> 01:11:26,300 

That does not mean that society is built for your death in the same way. Okay. 

556 

01:11:26,300 --> 01:11:35,300 

And, now we're gonna move on forward. We're gonna talk through Frances Thompson's 
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557 

01:11:35,300 --> 01:11:44,233 

story. She went through quite a lot, so I'll show you part of her story, and what I want you to     

558 

01:11:44,233 --> 01:11:50,866 

while we're going through this story is you can make a mental note for yourself, you can raise  

559 

01:11:50,866 --> 01:12:00,399 

your hand in Zoom, you can go in the Zoom chat and tell us when you think, when you  

560 

01:12:00,400 --> 01:12:15,300 

perceive that there is one of these tactics of power and control being used at any point in these events and tell 
us which one. 

561 

01:12:15,300 --> 01:12:27,033 

So, the Memphis Riots of 1866 began after a group of Black soldiers, women, and children  

562 

01:12:27,033 --> 01:12:34,599 

began to gather in a public space in South Memphis. After the police attempted to break up  

563 

01:12:34,600 --> 01:12:41,500 

the group, arresting two of the Black soldiers, gunshots broke out which subsequently led  

564 

01:12:41,500 --> 01:12:50,566 

to rioting. For three days, a white mob targeted communities of Black residents, starting fires,  

565 

01:12:50,566 --> 01:12:55,299 

killing Black people, and raping Black women. I see a lot of you raising hands. 

566 

01:12:55,300 --> 01:13:03,533 

Yeah, there's a lot at play right now. During these attacks, Thompson's and Smith's, Smith  
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567 

01:13:03,533 --> 01:13:08,599 

was her roommate is what the historical record says. We don't really know what their 

568 

01:13:08,600 --> 01:13:14,666 

relationship was. Thompson and Smith's house was targeted by white men who questioned  

569 

01:13:14,666 --> 01:13:19,499 

their affiliation with the Union soldiers. Thompson would later testify during a  

570 

01:13:19,500 --> 01:13:24,500 

congressional committee, that the men demanded that they, Thompson and Smith,  

571 

01:13:24,500 --> 01:13:31,533 

made them food, and they obliged. After which the men demanded, "a woman to sleep with,"  

572 

01:13:31,533 --> 01:13:38,399 

which Thompson refused. The men than gang raped both Thompson and Smith and robbed  

573 

01:13:38,400 --> 01:13:47,300 

them. The group of white men who attacked the women included two police officers. 

574 

01:13:47,300 --> 01:13:50,300 

For time, I'm going to move right along. 

575 

01:13:50,300 --> 01:13:59,566 

This is where we saw some of these tactics showing up. I would love to hear if there are  

576 

01:13:59,566 --> 01:14:08,999 

some that we missed, but please continue adding to the chat or raising hands when  
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577 

01:14:09,000 --> 01:14:17,333 

see tactic used. We're gonna read the second half of this story now. 

578 

01:14:17,333 --> 01:14:26,799 

Alright, Thompson along with 170 men and women testified before the US Congress during  

579 

01:14:26,800 --> 01:14:33,566 

a committee hearing to document the terror, death, rape, arson, and theft they experienced  

580 

01:14:33,566 --> 01:14:39,699 

during the riots. In the testimony, Thompson stated that she and her housemate Smith did  

581 

01:14:39,700 --> 01:14:47,900 

not consent. After the hearing, Thompson's testimony became known throughout the South  

582 

01:14:47,900 --> 01:14:56,100 

leading to ten years of raised awareness and persecution for her gender identity. She dealt  

583 

01:14:56,100 --> 01:15:03,133 

with both harassment and false accusations, including the claim that she ran a brothel, 

584 

01:15:03,133 --> 01:15:13,733 

right. Again this idea that Trans and Non-Binary people and Black folks are overly sexual, right. 

585 

01:15:13,733 --> 01:15:26,199 

that she must have been in sex work somehow. Continuing in July, 1876, Thompson was fined  

586 

01:15:26,200 --> 01:15:34,700 

$50, which is approximately $1,600 today, and  jailed for quote-unquote "cross-dressing," right.  
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587 

01:15:34,700 --> 01:15:39,133 

This is another example of those masquerade laws that Nick talked about earlier. 

588 

01:15:39,133 --> 01:15:44,133 

She was forced to undergo numerous physicians' examinations to determine her  

589 

01:15:44,133 --> 01:15:49,133 

assigned gender although she openly identified as a woman. 

590 

01:15:49,133 --> 01:15:56,599 

Southern Democrats used her arrest as a quote, "man dressed in women's clothing" as  

591 

01:15:56,600 --> 01:16:03,833 

ammunition to discredit her story of being raped during the riots 10 years prior, which fueled an  

592 

01:16:03,833 --> 01:16:09,566 

even larger campaign to refute white racial terror against Black people in the south.  

593 

01:16:09,566 --> 01:16:16,366 

altogether. The discovery of Thompson's identity was also used to discredit other  

594 

01:16:16,366 --> 01:16:22,999 

Black women's claims of rape by white men, and suggested the entire congressional report 

595 

01:16:23,000 --> 01:16:30,133 

that Thompson had testified in was only manufactured propaganda in support of Reconstruction. 

596 

01:16:30,133 --> 01:16:34,133 

Okay, I see a lot of hands raised. 
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597 

01:16:34,133 --> 01:16:38,133 

Again, this is where we saw. 

598 

01:16:38,133 --> 01:16:47,133 

Yep. Yep. These are all great answers. 

599 

01:16:47,133 --> 01:16:58,966 

Yeah, and we have some examples, right. If we say harassment, she dealt with harassment and  

600 

01:16:58,966 --> 01:17:03,132 

false accusations that might be interpersonal. 

601 

01:17:03,133 --> 01:17:11,133 

Being fined and jailed might be group on group, but the fact that those laws exist, right. 

602 

01:17:11,133 --> 01:17:14,133 

That's the systemic issue. 

603 

01:17:14,133 --> 01:17:21,366 

The physicians' examinations that's interpersonal, and I think that might be all three  

604 

01:17:21,366 --> 01:17:29,799 

at the same time. And, then this campaign to use her story to hurt other people like her, right,   

605 

01:17:29,800 --> 01:17:39,133 

that becomes not just interpersonal but much, much larger. 

606 

01:17:39,133 --> 01:17:45,966 

Okay, thank you. Y'all answered this in the chat. Excellent.  
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607 

01:17:45,966 --> 01:17:58,132 

What I'm gonna do now is hand it back to Andrew to talk with us a little bit about Transmisogenoire. 

608 

01:17:58,133 --> 01:18:08,033 

Alright, so to the point that Keira just made. This is a historic precedent. Black Trans women  

609 

01:18:08,033 --> 01:18:16,899 

have actively experienced a disproportionate level of discrimination and assault just  

610 

01:18:16,900 --> 01:18:26,433 

throughout time. Now, one of the reasons... The choice to title "Beyond Headlines" is a very  

611 

01:18:26,433 --> 01:18:32,266 

intentional one. It is an intentional reiteration that beyond the headlines and media that  

612 

01:18:32,266 --> 01:18:40,166 

sensationalized discussions around anti-trans violence for clicks, there is a very real ongoing  

613 

01:18:40,166 --> 01:18:46,466 

threat and continuous loss of human life that is taking place even now, 

614 

01:18:46,466 --> 01:18:52,266 

and it is imperative that we consider how we can show up in the world in whatever ways  

615 

01:18:52,266 --> 01:18:59,166 

we have available to us to stop that. That said, I'd like to bring your attention to the name and  

616 

01:18:59,166 --> 01:19:06,232 

story of Cashay Henderson. Cashay was a 31 year old Black Transgender woman, who was  
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617 

01:19:06,233 --> 01:19:11,899 

murdered in her apartment, which was also set on fire, on the morning of February 26th  

618 

01:19:11,900 --> 01:19:21,700 

of this year. And, with this incident, she became the third identified, emphasis on identified,  

619 

01:19:21,700 --> 01:19:27,100 

Black Transgender woman in Milwaukee to be murdered in the last nine months. 

620 

01:19:27,100 --> 01:19:38,866 

This touches very close to home. Unfortunately, this is not the only Black Trans woman that  

621 

01:19:38,866 --> 01:19:49,732 

I'm going to bring up in this portion of the webinar, and more unfortunate still is the fact  

622 

01:19:49,733 --> 01:19:57,966 

that each one that I... each individual that I am about to bring up has at one point or another   

623 

01:19:57,966 --> 01:20:05,432 

been actively receiving services and has been a part of the community here, based out of our  

624 

01:20:05,433 --> 01:20:12,599 

Milwaukee office. So, again, on February 26th, the death of Henderson marked the third  

625 

01:20:12,600 --> 01:20:18,366 

homicide of the identified Black Transgender woman in Milwaukee in less than 9 months. 

626 

01:20:18,366 --> 01:20:22,732 

Henderson was a Chicago native who for years was active in a support groups for Black  
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627 

01:20:22,733 --> 01:20:28,899 

Transgender women. It has further rattled the city's LGBTQ community amid a rise in  

628 

01:20:28,900 --> 01:20:35,866 

anti-trans rhetoric and public policy nationwide. At a vigil last week, members of the Trans  

629 

01:20:35,866 --> 01:20:40,866 

community spoke about fearing for their own safety and thoughts of detransitioning  

630 

01:20:40,866 --> 01:20:46,866 

as a result. Cashay's family and community are asking that we share her story and hopes of  

631 

01:20:46,866 --> 01:20:56,332 

bringing justice to this act of violence. Now, again, it is really important to highlight that she  

632 

01:20:56,333 --> 01:21:03,666 

is the third in the last nine months, the third identified. We know as is evident through  

633 

01:21:03,666 --> 01:21:12,132 

every other slide that we have worked through up until this point that there is a lack of support. 

634 

01:21:12,133 --> 01:21:20,533 

There is a lack of safety. There is a lack of needs that are being met within the Black  

635 

01:21:20,533 --> 01:21:32,533 

Transbian community, and, so she is one that had... It is a privilege, it is, to have a network of  

636 

01:21:32,533 --> 01:21:39,833 

support around you that is close enough to you to be able to identify you. There are countless 
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637 

01:21:39,833 --> 01:21:48,666 

other instances where Black Trans women are murdered or they die and they are  

638 

01:21:48,666 --> 01:21:55,566 

unable to be identified, and so those stories go untold. So, I want to take a moment to address  

639 

01:21:55,566 --> 01:22:01,699 

some of the prior stories to Cashay's so that we can not only say their names,  

640 

01:22:01,700 --> 01:22:11,966 

but know their stories. That leads me to Brazil  Johnson... We're gonna go back to 2022.  

641 

01:22:11,966 --> 01:22:19,432 

On June 15th of 2022, Brazil Johnson, who was the Black Trans woman, also a member of the  

642 

01:22:19,433 --> 01:22:26,066 

Sisters Helping Each Other Battle Adversity [SHEBA] program here at Diverse and Resilient,  

643 

01:22:26,066 --> 01:22:33,332 

was murdered, and she loved to cook, she loved to heal, she loved to engage in activism,  

644 

01:22:33,333 --> 01:22:40,599 

and unfortunately, she nor her family were ever able to be allotted any type of justice as no  

645 

01:22:40,600 --> 01:22:48,033 

suspect was found. At that point in time, her death was at least the 17th violent killing of a  

646 

01:22:48,033 --> 01:22:53,099 

Transgender or Gender Non-Conforming person in 2022 according to the Human Rights  



Beyond the Headlines: Examining the Root Causes of Anti-Trans Violence 
Transcript 

August 29, 2023 

66 
 

647 

01:22:53,100 --> 01:23:01,166 

Campaign. Shortly after, actually a month almost to the day after, Toi Davis, who was  

648 

01:23:01,166 --> 01:23:08,799 

another Black Trans woman was found dead under suspicious circumstances on July, 16th,  

649 

01:23:08,800 --> 01:23:17,000 

2022, she was 34 years old. She was also a member of our programming. She was a  

650 

01:23:17,000 --> 01:23:24,233 

mother, a nurturer, and a visionary leader in the community, so much so, that she not only had  

651 

01:23:24,233 --> 01:23:30,233 

earned her CNA in order to love and nurture and heal. But she had also earned a certificate,  

652 

01:23:30,233 --> 01:23:36,199 

her CBRF, which is her Community-Based Residential Facility certificate, which would have  

653 

01:23:36,200 --> 01:23:43,166 

allowed her to actually step into a leadership position within her community to create safe  

654 

01:23:43,166 --> 01:23:48,132 

space for other members of her family... of her Trans family. 

655 

01:23:48,133 --> 01:23:55,999 

Okay. After that, there was Toi Davis who was found dead... I'm sorry, after that there was  

656 

01:23:56,000 --> 01:24:03,400 

Regina "Mya" Allen, who was murdered on August 29, 2022. Less than a month away from 
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657 

01:24:03,400 --> 01:24:09,800 

her 36th birthday. She was 35 years old. She was also a member of SHEBA here  

658 

01:24:09,800 --> 01:24:15,900 

at Diverse and Resilient. She was known as an inspirational community leader, an avid sports  

659 

01:24:15,900 --> 01:24:23,333 

fan, and a devout Christian. Mya's death at that point in time was at least the 29th violent killing  

660 

01:24:23,333 --> 01:24:29,733 

of a Transgender or Gender Non-Conforming person in 2022, and the third known death of a  

661 

01:24:29,733 --> 01:24:34,133 

Black Transgender woman in Milwaukee in the year of 2022. 

662 

01:24:34,133 --> 01:24:39,499 

She was murdered by Clayton Hubbird, who was charged with reckless homicide,  

663 

01:24:39,500 --> 01:24:46,833 

but that does not bring her life back and that does not restore the loss that her family and her  

664 

01:24:46,833 --> 01:24:53,999 

community was impacted by. In the case of Cashay, it's, it's also really important to note that  

665 

01:24:54,000 --> 01:25:00,200 

a lot of times whenever we see stories like this, it's very easy for us to make assumptions and  

666 

01:25:00,200 --> 01:25:07,700 

use very loaded language about urban areas like Milwaukee that have high crime rates or  
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667 

01:25:07,700 --> 01:25:14,366 

that almost seem to naturally hold space or be the type of space where this type of violence  

668 

01:25:14,366 --> 01:25:20,599 

takes place, but that is not the case. Cashay Henderson was actually murdered by a man,  

669 

01:25:20,600 --> 01:25:27,633 

who lived in Neenah, Wisconsin, who came down to Milwaukee. And, she was a friend. 

670 

01:25:27,633 --> 01:25:32,933 

She was a sister, and a fun loving jokester, and she was murdered by that man whose name is  

671 

01:25:32,933 --> 01:25:37,433 

Cordell Howze, who lived in Neenah, Wisconsin. He was 33 years old and was  

672 

01:25:37,433 --> 01:25:43,299 

charged with first degree reckless homicide and with that she became the third confirmed  

673 

01:25:43,300 --> 01:25:48,133 

homicide of a Black Transgender woman in Milwaukee in the last nine months. 

674 

01:25:48,133 --> 01:25:56,066 

Say their names. Their names are Brazil Johnson, Toi Davis. Regina Mya Allen,  

675 

01:25:56,066 --> 01:26:03,799 

Cashay Henderson. Know their stories. Do not forget their stories because that is another type 

676 

01:26:03,800 --> 01:26:08,566 

of death. They have already been done the disservice of not getting the opportunity to enjoy  
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677 

01:26:08,566 --> 01:26:14,766 

life in the ways that we do... we get the privilege to, don't let them pass in another way.  

678 

01:26:14,766 --> 01:26:17,799 

Next slide.  

679 

01:26:17,800 --> 01:26:25,233 

So, it's really important for us to consider now which tactics are being used against the  

680 

01:26:25,233 --> 01:26:31,166 

Trans community. We see intimidation, threats and coherence... coercion, excuse me,  

681 

01:26:31,166 --> 01:26:38,432 

isolation, denying, minimizing, blaming, using privilege, trying to protect the children as an  

682 

01:26:38,433 --> 01:26:46,133 

excuse to inflict harm on Trans folk. Economic abuse and emotional abuse are the issues,  

683 

01:26:46,133 --> 01:26:49,866 

but what are the resolutions? What are the interventions that we use in the tactics that  

684 

01:26:49,866 --> 01:26:59,299 

we use to support our Trans family? Oftentimes, what we can do is actively hold space in the  

685 

01:26:59,300 --> 01:27:05,333 

form of awareness. That said, it's really, really important and valuable, and we thank you for  

686 

01:27:05,333 --> 01:27:11,066 

being here, but to get into more detail, it's like we need to also be knowledgeable. 
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687 

01:27:11,066 --> 01:27:15,899 

That awareness requires knowledgeability about ways that they are actively attacked.  

688 

01:27:15,900 --> 01:27:21,233 

They're disallowed from school and college sports, prohibited from using the bathroom,  

689 

01:27:21,233 --> 01:27:26,333 

called predator and dangerous, assumed to be lying, cheating, and tricking others. 

690 

01:27:26,333 --> 01:27:31,833 

They're people who are supposed to help, do not protect or respect them, people who do  

691 

01:27:31,833 --> 01:27:37,233 

not... who do help can be fired, they can lose their license, they can be arrested or killed.  

692 

01:27:37,233 --> 01:27:44,066 

Regularly... They regularly deny jobs or fired for no stated reason. Community is killed on a  

693 

01:27:44,066 --> 01:27:50,332 

on a regular basis with no consequences as to the point that I made earlier, right. We have...  

694 

01:27:50,333 --> 01:27:56,133 

I just named four different Black Trans women that were murdered, only two of them ever had 

695 

01:27:56,133 --> 01:28:01,533 

their murderers found and convicted. And, I don't think that that is just because they were  

696 

01:28:01,533 --> 01:28:08,099 

that difficult to find. I know that that is because Black Trans women are not valued to the same  
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697 

01:28:08,100 --> 01:28:13,966 

degree as other members of society. So, where we've seen other instances where people have  

698 

01:28:13,966 --> 01:28:21,566 

galvanized themselves, when people have rallied together and engaged in search parties,  

699 

01:28:21,566 --> 01:28:25,132 

and gone above and beyond to ensure that people were brought to justice. 

700 

01:28:25,133 --> 01:28:29,166 

They don't have that support, so it's really important that we're here and we are  

701 

01:28:29,166 --> 01:28:33,466 

galvanizing together. We are coming together and galvanizing ourselves so that we can  

702 

01:28:33,466 --> 01:28:38,632 

genuinely be a support. They are inagonized when they're gathering in public spaces  

703 

01:28:38,633 --> 01:28:45,566 

like Pride. Violations of privacy by helpers, friends, and family. They often experience  

704 

01:28:45,566 --> 01:28:52,732 

threats online and vitriol online, which is super important to consider given that Nick has  

705 

01:28:52,733 --> 01:29:00,199 

already addressed that. Online spaces tend to be the most safe spaces for Gender  

706 

01:29:00,200 --> 01:29:04,800 

Non-Conforming and Transgender folk.  
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707 

01:29:04,800 --> 01:29:10,600 

So, as providers, the next question becomes "How do we approach individuals that are  

708 

01:29:10,600 --> 01:29:17,666 

caught in cycles of violence?" I think that it is very, very important to provide support that is  

709 

01:29:17,666 --> 01:29:24,632 

non-judgmental and compassionate and to actively show up as a voice of truth to provide  

710 

01:29:24,633 --> 01:29:30,133 

firm boundaries around abuser misinformation, mind games, and manipulation. 

711 

01:29:30,133 --> 01:29:37,999 

And, then wrap around services are a super, super important factor in this whole thing, right.  

712 

01:29:38,000 --> 01:29:44,566 

What makes this so disheartening is that these were all women that actively came to a place  

713 

01:29:44,566 --> 01:29:49,132 

like Diverse and Resilient and received support, but it wasn't enough. 

714 

01:29:49,133 --> 01:29:55,399 

It's not enough just to have one organization that can actively support. It is larger that we are  

715 

01:29:55,400 --> 01:30:02,533 

fighting against an entire system of oppression, and it is not enough for even in this moment,  

716 

01:30:02,533 --> 01:30:07,066 

I'm thankful that folks are coming to the webinar. It is so beautiful that we have so    
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717 

01:30:07,066 --> 01:30:11,999 

many people here, but it's not just about gaining the information, it's about actually using it. 

718 

01:30:12,000 --> 01:30:17,233 

It's about not being an ally so much as a co-conspirator because we are actively fighting. 

719 

01:30:17,233 --> 01:30:23,166 

We are rallying together in order to fight against an oppressive system. So, wrap around services  

720 

01:30:23,166 --> 01:30:29,766 

include the, the awareness around the interconnected issues that are at play, housing,  

721 

01:30:29,766 --> 01:30:35,366 

mental health care, financial stability, and supportive community are all necessary for a  

722 

01:30:35,366 --> 01:30:44,132 

person to really get out and move forward. And, then continued, how do we help individuals  

723 

01:30:44,133 --> 01:30:49,366 

caught in the cycle of violence? We can provide financial resources and material goods. 

724 

01:30:49,366 --> 01:30:55,366 

We can create pathways to housing, create spaces of relative physical safety, ongoing  

725 

01:30:55,366 --> 01:31:01,032 

emotional support, accompaniment into high-stakes environments, and then do we ask  

726 

01:31:01,033 --> 01:31:06,133 

critical questions? Do we agree with the abuser? Do we validate their actions and behaviors? 
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727 

01:31:06,133 --> 01:31:12,599 

Do we try to get someone to change to keep the abuser happy? Do we blame our clients for fighting back? 

728 

01:31:12,600 --> 01:31:18,166 

No. I think it's also important to go back up to these providing financial resources and material goods. 

729 

01:31:18,166 --> 01:31:24,966 

Create pathways to housing. The privilege that we all experience is based on the  

730 

01:31:24,966 --> 01:31:29,132 

disempowerment and the lack of privilege of other members of society. 

731 

01:31:29,133 --> 01:31:39,133 

That is the structure of... that has been born out of colonialism. So, it is important it's not just feel good 
talking point. 

732 

01:31:39,133 --> 01:31:46,666 

It is imperative that we show up and that we are using our privilege to make space for folks that  

733 

01:31:46,666 --> 01:31:52,266 

that don't have that same privilege. 

734 

01:31:52,266 --> 01:32:01,366 

And, then it leads me to my last question. It's rhetorical, but I really think that it's important  

735 

01:32:01,366 --> 01:32:07,132 

that we consider it in your personal sphere of influence. How can you bring an ethic of  

736 

01:32:07,133 --> 01:32:13,799 

anti-violence to the Trans community whenever you are at home and whenever you are around  
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737 

01:32:13,800 --> 01:32:20,833 

friends and family and you hear rhetoric that is inherently harmful? Do you speak up? Do you  

738 

01:32:20,833 --> 01:32:26,033 

create space? Do you draw in a awareness? Do you let people know, hey, that's a person? 

739 

01:32:26,033 --> 01:32:36,133 

That's a whole human. Yeah, so, that is the question. I think you should consider it in depth. 

740 

01:32:36,133 --> 01:32:43,133 

So we have responses that are coming up here. Speak up. Being loud as hell, I agree. 

741 

01:32:43,133 --> 01:32:50,133 

Keep having conversations. Call out harmful rhetoric. Yes, challenge others. Stand up for them. 

742 

01:32:50,133 --> 01:32:56,499 

Yes. Stand with the youth. Speak up. Tell in their stories. Conduct equity scans of  

743 

01:32:56,500 --> 01:33:02,133 

organizational policies. Educate. Don't assume it's someone else's problem to deal with. Love that. 

744 

01:33:02,133 --> 01:33:07,499 

Ensure policies and procedures don't further oppress populations. Inform and educate. 

745 

01:33:07,500 --> 01:33:12,900 

Teaching youth about Trans and LGBTQ discrimination and celebrate ... Celebrations.  

746 

01:33:12,900 --> 01:33:18,700 

And always to show up in support. Do not minimize BiPoC or Trans experience.  
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747 

01:33:18,700 --> 01:33:26,133 

All of these are absolutely amazing responses, and I think that they are completely accurate. 

748 

01:33:26,133 --> 01:33:31,399 

Listen to our Trans leaders, talk to those problematic family members, challenge gender  

749 

01:33:31,400 --> 01:33:37,866 

stereotypes, teaching youth that their voice is their most powerful weapon. Check your own bias.  

750 

01:33:37,866 --> 01:33:42,366 

Thank you so much for the participation in the engagement. I think that these are all amazing,  

751 

01:33:42,366 --> 01:33:49,766 

amazing, amazing. And vote! Thank you for that respondent. Yes, vote. It is very important.  

752 

01:33:49,766 --> 01:33:55,132 

Thank you so much for that participation. These are all amazing answers. 

753 

01:33:55,133 --> 01:34:01,833 

Discuss cultural transgender roles traditionally in how sacred they are, yes.  

754 

01:34:01,833 --> 01:34:08,133 

Support be kind, respectful, educate others, stand up and speak the truth. Support and advocate. 

755 

01:34:08,133 --> 01:34:15,299 

Ask yourself, what if... I love that one! Ask yourself, what if it was me? Put yourself in the  

756 

01:34:15,300 --> 01:34:22,133 

shoes of somebody else's... somebody else who's lived experience does not reflect or mirror yours in any way. 
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757 

01:34:22,133 --> 01:34:27,599 

You may not be able to understand it exactly, but the attempt to put yourself in someone  

758 

01:34:27,600 --> 01:34:32,133 

else's shoes is always a worthwhile endeavor. 

759 

01:34:32,133 --> 01:34:36,733 

Incorporate these conversations in all relationships in my life. Yes, I love that.  

760 

01:34:36,733 --> 01:34:40,933 

Incorporate these conversations in all  

relationships in my life. That is powerful.  

761 

01:34:40,933 --> 01:34:48,866 

That is co-conspiratorship. Let's understand and give attention to those directly affected and 

762 

01:34:48,866 --> 01:34:54,132 

don't waste your energy. Give attention to those directly affected and don't waste your energy on the wrong 
people. 

763 

01:34:54,133 --> 01:35:01,166 

Get to know Trans people. Yes. If you have the means and you are able to directly support  

764 

01:35:01,166 --> 01:35:10,132 

members of the Trans community. Please, it is so imperative that we show up in that way together. 

765 

01:35:10,133 --> 01:35:21,133 

Pay up. Listen, privilege does not exist without disempowerment or without folks that are 

766 

01:35:21,133 --> 01:35:29,133 
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erased in order to create privilege. Yes. 

767 

01:35:29,133 --> 01:35:35,133 

In housing resources, direct financial contributions help. 

768 

01:35:35,133 --> 01:35:38,133 

You can't see color but see gender. 

769 

01:35:38,133 --> 01:35:41,133 

Andrew, can I chime in with one? 

770 

01:35:41,133 --> 01:35:43,133 

Yes, please Reika. 

771 

01:35:43,133 --> 01:35:50,199 

So the one I wanna add that we haven't seen yet is I think it's very important for advocates  

772 

01:35:50,200 --> 01:36:00,233 

is to notice when language from movements to end gender-based violence is co-opted  

773 

01:36:00,233 --> 01:36:08,133 

and then regurgitated and used against Trans folk and used against BiPoC folks. 

774 

01:36:08,133 --> 01:36:15,999 

So, one really clear example I can think of is when you hear folks talking about anti-trans  

775 

01:36:16,000 --> 01:36:23,500 

legislation, and bathroom bills, and sports, and you hear people use language like grooming  

776 

01:36:23,500 --> 01:36:31,266 
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or keeping women and children safe. Remember that none of these... none of this  

777 

01:36:31,266 --> 01:36:39,366 

legislation has anything to do with supporting survivors. Its actually co-opting language from  

778 

01:36:39,366 --> 01:36:44,132 

TV movement and weaponizing it against Queer Trans Folk. 

779 

01:36:44,133 --> 01:36:52,133 

Definitely, I think that's an amazing point. Thank you for bringing that up to our the four of our minds. 

780 

01:36:52,133 --> 01:36:56,866 

781 

01:36:56,866 --> 01:37:01,632 

And, that concludes our Webinar for now. 

 


