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Executive Summary
Since 2000, End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin has chronicled deaths due to
domestic violence (DV) in our state. In 2025, 101 individuals died in
Wisconsin due to DV/FV at a rate of approximately one death every 3.6
days. The basic findings contained in this report are outlined below. An
additional 19 cases of fatal family violence are included in a supplemental
section where intimate partner violence was not a factor.

TOTALS 2025

Victims of DV-related Homicide 61

Victims of FV Homicide 19

Total Victims - 2025 DV & FV Homicides 80

DV Harm-doer Deaths (includes murder-suicides, attempted
murder-suicides, homicides by legal intervention, suicides during
law enforcement response)

21

Total 2025 Deaths - DV-related & Family Violence 101

Homicide Victim and Harm-doer Deaths 
Related to Domestic Violence (DV) and Family Violence (FV) in 2025
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Other findings in the 2025 Wisconsin Domestic Violence
Homicide Report include: *not including family violence

Harm-doers of domestic violence homicide incidents were overwhelmingly male.
In 2025, 86% of harm-doers were male.* 

The ages of DV homicide victims in this report range from two months to 85
years old. Harm-doers’ ages ranged from 17 to 86 years old. The average age
of harm-doers was 37 years old, and the average age of victims was 39 years
old.

Homicides occurred in 17 counties in Wisconsin. 

Firearms remain the most common means of perpetrating domestic violence
homicides. In 2025, firearms were the weapons used in 72% of domestic
violence deaths.* Domestic violence assaults involving a gun are 12 times
more likely to result in death than those involving other weapons or bodily
force.

There were 17 harm-doer suicides in 2025. There were 13 murder-suicides, and
3 harm-doer suicides with an attempted homicide. Harm-doer suicides in our
report are connected to the homicide they completed or attempted to
complete just prior to their suicide, or were completed when law enforcement
responded to an incident of domestic violence. This reflects the connection
between homicidality and suicidality in domestic violence cases and
should thus be considered when discussing domestic violence and homicide
prevention. 

There were five deaths identified as justifiable homicide due to self defense.

Three of the domestic violence homicide incidents included two or more
deaths.

Many of the 2025 homicide cases reflect the risk factors that research has
found to be associated with lethal violence. These include, among other
factors: threats to use or actual use of a weapon, threats to kill, stalking,
strangulation, obsessive jealousy, and sexual assault. 
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Other findings in the 2025 Wisconsin Domestic Violence
Homicide Report include: 

 In 2025, 19 of Wisconsin's 61 domestic violence homicide victims—
over 31%—were age 50 or older. Over the past five years, 84 people age
50 and older were killed in domestic violence homicides, accounting for
26% of all victims. Older adults are not a small or isolated part of the
domestic violence homicide picture. Year after year, they represent a
significant share of lives lost. See page 73 for an essay from the National
Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life (NCALL), an initiative of End
Abuse. 

In the context of domestic violence-related deaths, accidental deaths
are exceedingly rare. However, there is one case from 2025 where a
woman died in a circumstance that was ruled to be accidental by
investigating law enforcement. In May 2025, a 31-year-old woman in
Milwaukee allegedly pulled out a loaded firearm during an argument with
her 33-year-old boyfriend and dropped the gun. The gun discharged when
it fell, striking and killing the woman. No charges connected to her death
have been filed. While this case is not a part of the 2025 domestic
violence homicide death count or case narratives included in this report,
this case illuminates how introducing a firearm into a situation where
emotions are heightened increases the risk for anyone within the proximity,
including the person handling the firearm.
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KEY FINDINGS 2025

Domestic Violence Homicide Incidents (this figure is not
included in total DV deaths; single homicide incidents
sometimes include multiple victim deaths)

57

Victims of DV Homicide 61

DV Homicides with Harm-doer Suicides** 13

Deaths by Legal Intervention (Responding Law Enforcement kills
Harm-doer) 4

Harm-doer Suicides during Law Enforcement Response 2

Attempted DV Homicide Incidents with Harm-doer Suicide** 3

Total 2025 DV-Related Deaths (Homicide Victims, Harm-
doer Suicides & Deaths by Legal Intervention) 82

2025 Key Findings

**One DV homicide incident counts in two categories - an attempted homicide with
a suicide and a completed homicide with a suicide involving the same harm-doer.
This case is only counted once in the total.

DV-Related Homicides & Deaths*

*See methodology on page 4 for definitions and inclusion criteria.
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2025 Key Findings

KEY FINDINGS 2025

FV Homicide Incidents 17

Victims of FV Homicide 19

Male Harm-doers - FV Homicide 14

Female Harm-doers - FV Homicide 3

Female FV Homicide Victims 7

Male FV Homicide Victims 12

Self Defense/Justified FV Homicides 1

FV Homicide Incidents with two or more Victims 2

FV Homicide Incidents with Harm-doer Suicides 0

Total Family Violence Homicide Deaths - 2025 19

*See methodology on page 4 for definitions and inclusion criteria.

Family Violence (FV) Homicides* 

NOTE: Family Violence Homicide case demographics are not included in
the charts and graphs on the Key Findings pages 11-17 to keep these
metrics consistent from year to year. 

Family Violence Homicide Case Narratives can be found on pages 65-74.
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2025 Key Findings

When the harm-doer was a male, victim was: 2025

Current/Former Intimate Partner 25

Parent 10

Person attempting to help a DV victim 3

Child of Current/Former Partner and Harm-doer 3

Child of Current/Former Partner 2

Friend or acquaintance 2

“Romantic Rival” 3

Bystander 1

Family member of harm-doer’s partner 1

Family member of harm-doer 1

Abusive partner of homicide harm-doer’s adult child 1

New partner of harm-doer’s ex-partner 1

Total 53

Completed DV-Related Homicides

Relationship between Male Harm-doer and Homicide Victim
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Harm-doer Suicides 2025

Homicide Incidents with Harm-doer Suicide (Murder-suicide)* 13

Homicide-Suicide Incidents Involving Firearm(s) 13

Male Harm-doers of Homicide-Suicide 12

Female Harm-doers of Homicide-Suicide 1

Harm-doer Suicides During Law Enforcement Response 2

Attempted Homicide-Completed Suicide* 3

Total Completed Harm-doer Suicides* 17

2025 Key Findings

When the harm-doer was a female, victim was: 2025

Current/Former Intimate Partner 6

Bystander 1

“Romantic Rival” 1

Total 8

*One DV homicide incident counts in two categories - an attempted homicide with a
suicide and a completed homicide with a suicide involving the same harm-doer. This
case is only counted once in the total.

Completed DV-Related Homicides

Relationship between Female Harm-doer and Homicide Victim
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Method of 2025 DV-Related Homicide Victim Deaths (61 total)

2025 Key Findings 

Firearms 
43 deaths / 70%

Strangulation or
Suffocation  

2 deaths / 3%

5 deaths / 8%6 deaths / 10% 1 deaths / 3%

Unknown
1 death / 2%

Fire

Of the 38 harm-doers who
used a gun to commit a

homicide in 2025, 32% of
them were legally

prohibited from possessing
a firearm at the time of

the homicide. 

14 of the 43 DV homicide
victims killed by a firearm

died at the hands of
someone who should not

have had a gun.

32%

3 deaths /
5%

Multiple
MethodsStabbingBlunt Force

Completed DV-Related Homicides

Fire
1 death / 2%
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Race/Ethnicity and Sex* of 2025 Domestic Violence
Homicide Victims

Male Female
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Race/Ethnicity and Sex* of 2025 Domestic Violence
Homicide Harm-doers

Male Female

Race/Ethnicity of Harm-doers
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2025 Key Findings Completed DV-Related Homicides

*Data for race/ethnicity and sex has been identified where available from the Uniform Crime
Report and other sources, but is notably flawed because those sources are restrictive and
incomplete in their categorization of singular racial identity and binaried sex. Incomplete data
perpetuates violence and dehumanization, particularly against marginalized communities.

Data excludes two harm-doers who died by suicide in attempted homicide-suicide incidents;
two harm-doers who died by suicide during law enforcement response; and four harm-doers
who died by law enforcement intervention. Data also excludes three victims from the
attempted homicide-suicide cases.
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Domestic Violence Homicide Victim and Harm-doer Sex*

Ages of 2025 DV Homicide Victims and Harm-doers

Victims Harm-doers
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Victims
Harm-doers

32 29 49 8

2025 Key Findings Completed DV-Related Homicides

Data excludes two harm-doers who died by suicide in attempted homicide-suicide incidents;
two harm-doers who died by suicide during law enforcement response; and four harm-doers
who died by law enforcement intervention. Data also excludes the three victims from the
attempted homicide-suicide cases.

Female
Victims

Male
Victims

Female
Harm-doers

Male
Harm-doers

*See footnote on previous page for a discussion of data limitations related to sex and gender.

Data show 61 domestic violence-related homicide victims and 57 domestic
violence harm-doers involved in completed homicides in 2025.
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At a residence
46

In a public location
5

In a car
4

Location of 57 Domestic Violence
Homicide Incidents in 2025

2025 Key Findings 
Completed DV-Related Homicides

Unknown
2
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IPV accounted for approximately 51% of the 61 DV-related
homicide deaths included in this report. At least 31
Wisconsinites were killed by a current or former intimate
partner in 2025. 

2025 Key Findings 
Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) Homicides

2025 Intimate Partner Homicide Victim Deaths by County

1

3
2

1

131

1

1

1

4

1

1

*A couple from Walworth County died in a murder-suicide incident in their car a short
distance from their home in Harvard, IL. This incident is counted in the totals but
excluded from the homicide maps, as it did not occur in Wisconsin.

*

25 Females Killed by a Current or Former Male Intimate Partner
6 Males Killed by a Current or Former Female Intimate Partner
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Family violence-related deaths occurred in 8 Counties in 2025. The total number of
domestic violence- and family violence-related deaths in each of those counties is
shown below. 

Domestic violence-related deaths
Barron 2
Dane 3
Fond du Lac 0
Jefferson 0
Milwaukee 29
Racine 2
Vilas 0
Waukesha 0

Family violence-related deaths
Barron 0
Dane 1
Fond du Lac 1
Jefferson 1
Milwaukee 9
Racine 2
Vilas 1
Waukesha 3

1

Domestic and Family Violence Homicide Victim Deaths (total of 80*)

2025 Homicide Map

*A couple from Walworth County died in a murder-suicide incident in their car a short
distance from their home in Harvard, IL. This incident is counted in the totals but
excluded from the homicide maps, as it did not occur in Wisconsin.
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	Limitations
	Availability and Accuracy of Data Obtained

	Wisconsin Residents Killed Outside of Wisconsin
	Expanded 2010 Definition
	Child Homicides
	Cold Cases
	The previously unidentified domestic violence-related homicide from 2003 happened in Kenosha County. The case involved a 49-year-old woman, RV-C, and a 48-year-old man, JV, killing RV-C’s 52-year-old husband, DV, by shooting him five times in the back of the head. According to media coverage, RV-C and DV married just eight weeks before DV’s death, and JV and RV-C were allegedly involved in a romantic affair before and during the marriage and after DV’s death. Both RV-C and JV were charged with First Degree Intentional Homicide in 2025. The cases have not concluded.
	New information also emerged regarding a 2009 case from Shawano County involving a 30-year-old man, JR, killing his 25-year-old wife, SR. According to a criminal complaint, evidence found during the investigation contradicts the man’s initial claims to officers that SR’s death was a suicide. In April of 2025, JR was charged with First Degree Reckless Homicide and has pleaded not guilty. The case has not concluded.
	We honor the lives of those included in this report, and the lives of those lost in 2025 that we have not yet been able to attribute to domestic violence.
	Historical, National, and Global Context
	According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, from 1980 to 2005, intimate partner homicides declined by 44% and homicides among other family members decreased by 26%. From 1994 to 2010, nonfatal domestic violence decreased by about 63%. This downward trend has been attributed to increased awareness, services, and intervention[1], but disparities in the number of victims of some racial and ethnic groups persist.
	A 2017 Centers for Disease Control analysis of female homicide deaths from 18 states between the years 2003 and 2014 found that non-Hispanic Black and American Indian/Alaska Native women were killed at nearly three times the rate of non-Hispanic white women[2]. In 2019, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime reported that approximately 50,000 women globally were victims of domestic violence homicide in 2017, an increase from 48,000 in 2012[3].
	The Columbia Mailman School of Public Health reported a 2024 Lancet study of female homicide rates in 30 states from 1999-2020, in which Wisconsin was specifically named. Among women aged 25 to 44—the ages at which women are most likely to be murdered—they found:
	Homicide rates among Black women were significantly higher than for white women, with the biggest differences in states with the highest racial inequities.
	The greatest disparity in homicide rates was in Wisconsin in 2019-2020, when Black women were 20 times more likely to be murdered than white women.
	Black women in the U.S. were more likely than white women to be killed by a firearm, particularly those in the Northeast and Midwest.
	The study suggests a strong link between higher homicide rates and the effects of deeply entrenched racial inequities, manifested in areas such as educational attainment, unemployment, and wealth distribution. Further, measures to reduce structural racism in the U.S. could help prevent elevated rates of homicide among Black women[4].
	2025 Domestic Violence Deaths
	Barron
	Brown
	October 1 | Barron
	TS, 20-year-old male family member of harm-doer’s partner
	MH, 17-year-old male using violence
	Murder-suicide
	A brother died trying to protect his sister in the town of Barron. According to news reportage, 17-year-old MH shot and killed his girlfriend’s brother, 20-year-old TS. MH then completed suicide.
	During this incident, MH also shot his girlfriend, 17-year-old MS, who was seven months pregnant with his child. She was taken to the hospital, where both she and their newly-delivered baby survived. Though no history of domestic violence is publicly noted, known lethality risks include MS’s pregnancy, and that she has another child to whom MH was not the other parent.

	April 13 | Green Bay
	AG, 41-year-old boyfriend
	AG died late on April 13 after being stabbed in the chest and neck by his fiancée TP. TP had called 911 from the home they shared. According to the 911 audio transcription, TP said, "I just stabbed my boyfriend, I don't think he's okay. Someone needs to get here now!" TP said they had been fighting, “he came at me and...I often keep a knife nearby to protect myself...I didn't know what else to do; he's a lot bigger than me."

	Brown
	June 24 | Green Bay
	LE, two-year-old son of girlfriend
	Calumet
	November 21 | Woodville
	JG, 56-year-old father
	Dane
	January 12 | Sun Prairie
	IV, 27-year-old female dating partner
	Dane
	July 8 | Middleton
	64-year-old TP and 64-year-old DP are believed to have been shot and killed in their home by their son, 25-year-old JP. Police responded to the home on a welfare check the following day, and found them with fatal gunshot wounds. Police located JP’s vehicle and pulled him over. He rolled up his windows and wouldn't get out of the car. As police tactically approached the car an hour later, officers found JP to have died from a self-inflicted gunshot. TP and DP had four other adult children and seven grandchildren and had both spent careers in public service, TP in public education and DP in transportation.

	Dodge
	March 29 | Beaver Dam
	AN, 42-year-old wife

	Eau Claire
	Jefferson
	August 30 | Eau Claire
	29-year-old DB shot and killed her ex-boyfriend 37-year-old ML in Eau Claire.
	According to the criminal complaint, DB told investigators she shot him to protect their children, and that “[she] had to kill him before he killed [her].” The criminal complaint states that DB reportedly told law enforcement she had the firearm to intimidate ML, that she was struggling with self-admitted mental health and addiction challenges during the incident, and that she made suicidal threats about herself to ML immediately prior to committing the homicide. She said she was pointing a gun at her own head when he began to move toward her, having said “he was gonna come try to help me do it for myself.” She said she shot him twice to “stop the threat,” but evidence indicates he had turned away from her and she shot him in the back of the head.
	DB has been charged with First Degree Intentional Homicide with a Domestic Abuse modifier. A jury trial is scheduled for June 2027. This case is still pending.

	October 26 | Fort Atkinson
	LK, 22-year-old male using violence
	Law Enforcement Officer involved
	22-year-old LK was shot and killed by Fort Atkinson police, who responded to his mother’s home while he was pointing a rifle at her head. LK was legally prohibited from possessing a firearm by a Domestic Abuse injunction in effect until 2028, and he had a documented history of domestic violence against a partner in family court. Per court records, he had been ordered to surrender any firearms to his grandfather.

	La Crosse
	June 9 | Holmen
	JP, 37-year-old current male partner of ex-partner
	Police responded to a report of an unresponsive male in the home JP shared with his girlfriend MG and found 37-year-old JP deceased in his bedroom.
	According to the criminal complaint and news reports, MG said she lit candles and fell asleep on the couch during a power outage the previous night, and in the early morning found JP upstairs.
	La Crosse
	November 13 | La Crosse
	La Crosse fire professionals responded to a burning home, wherein they found the bodies of 27-year-old AP and her dog. According to reportage and a criminal complaint, 38-year-old MS allegedly killed AP and set her house on fire. She was approximately four months pregnant with their second child.
	MS is married to another woman and had been having an on-off affair with AP, including fathering AP’s two-year-old child. Evidence – including text messages between AP and MS – indicates that when AP told MS she was pregnant again, MS threatened to pursue custody of both children if she did not get an abortion of their second. Their messages also illustrate a pattern of MS using power, coercion, and manipulation to control AP. Medical examiners determined that AP had been killed prior to the fire because of an absence of soot in her lungs. They were unable to determine a conclusive cause of death because of fire damage, but stated strangulation/suffocation was a possibility.
	Surveillance footage of AP's home the night of the murder shows MS arriving around 12:45 am, and then leaving her home around 2:50 am and lingering in his vehicle shortly after the fire appears to have started. The criminal complaint also includes statements from MS’s wife, who was aware of her husband’s affair and AP’s first child with him, but seemed surprised by the news that AP was pregnant again. MS’s wife indicated she had believed “he wouldn’t do this again.” AP and MS’s first child was staying with a friend of AP’s the night of the murder and thankfully did not witness anything.
	There is no documented domestic violence between AP and MS in available court records, but MS did have a previous Domestic Abuse Injunction from a different confidential petitioner. MS has been charged with First Degree Intentional Homicide, First Degree Intentional Homicide of an Unborn Child, Arson of a Building Without the Owner’s Consent, and Mistreatment of Animals/Cause Death. A jury trial has been scheduled for December 2026. This case is ongoing. 


	Lincoln
	Manitowoc
	January 9 | Tomahawk
	RS, 50-year-old husband
	September 23 | Manitowoc
	JO, 25-year-old male “romantic rival”
	Marathon
	September 14 | Wausau
	JS, 31-year-old male roommate
	November 5 | Wausau
	85-year-old wife
	86-year-old husband
	Murder/suicide
	Milwaukee
	January 22 | Milwaukee
	ZB, 17-year-old girlfriend and co-parent
	Milwaukee
	January 24 | Milwaukee
	ST, 21-year-old girlfriend
	Milwaukee
	February 21 | Milwaukee
	AD, 23-year-old female dating partner
	Around midnight, DS entered the townhouse AD shared with two housemates, shot AD three times, and left. All three housemates were at home in their bedrooms when the shooting occurred. AD’s housemate rushed to her room and tried to help her; they asked who did this, and AD named DS and said to look at her phone. Police and firefighters arrived and attempted life-saving measures, but AD died on the scene.

	Milwaukee
	February 25 | Milwaukee
	AH, 66-year-old wife
	RH, 65-year-old husband
	Murder/suicide
	February 26 | Milwaukee
	JS, 41-year-old brother
	Milwaukee
	April 8 | Milwaukee
	SN, 71-year-old male bystander
	RC started a fire in her boyfriend's apartment, following an argument after which the boyfriend asked her to move out. The fire spread, Milwaukee firefighters responded, and the building was evacuated. Although firefighters believed it was all clear, 71-year-old SN was later found dead in his apartment in the building.

	Milwaukee
	April 18 | Milwaukee
	Seventeen-year-old JG accidentally shot and killed his mother while trying to protect her from an assault by his stepfather, ZD. JG fired the gun when ZD threatened to kill him, his mother AG, and his two younger siblings, who were also in the home at the time, according to a criminal complaint. Earlier that night, AG called 911 and reported that her partner had hit her and was beating and threatening to kill her 17-year-old son. The 911 recording captured a man screaming in the background, then 10 gunshots.
	After the shooting, JG and the younger children told authorities that ZD assaulted AG multiple times before. Local news sources say that Milwaukee police had been called to the family's address at least six other times since 2023 for reports of property damage, battery and a person with a gun.
	JG told police he arrived home and heard his mother trying to get ZD to leave during an argument. ZD threatened to kill JG and his mother and began attacking his mother as she called 911. At that point JG grabbed a gun – an “assault rifle-style pistol” he purchased on Facebook a few weeks earlier – and fired to protect his family. He did not know until later that his mother had been shot.
	AG and ZD were both taken to the hospital for treatment of gunshot wounds from the incident. AG died from her injuries April 22. JG turned himself in to police on April 26.
	ZD was later charged with Felony Murder-Battery and found not guilty in January 2026.
	JG was convicted in February 2026 of Possession of a Firearm-Adjudicated Delinquent of a Felony and sentenced to serve 4 days in the House of Correction, with credit for 4 days.

	Milwaukee
	April 19 |  Milwaukee
	JT, two-month-old daughter
	Milwaukee
	May 5 | Milwaukee
	AF, 30-year-old female “romantic rival”
	In April 2026, 29-year-old JR pled guilty to First-Degree Reckless Homicide in the 2025 shooting death of AF, who was dating her child’s father. AF had 2 children, ages 5 and 6, who were in the home when their mother was killed.
	Milwaukee
	May 6 | Milwaukee
	JM, 17-year-old girlfriend
	May 16 | Milwaukee
	PJ, 28-year-old, ex-boyfriend of current girlfriend

	Milwaukee
	May 19 | Milwaukee
	PM, 38-year-old male, suicide
	Milwaukee
	May 26 | Milwaukee
	DM, 48-year-old male bystander
	Milwaukee
	May 31 | Milwaukee
	AW, 49-year-old husband
	DW shot and killed her husband AW, age 49, during an argument. Reportedly, 61-year-old DW and AW were living separately, and AW had come to the home to retrieve some belongings. A witness, who had driven him there, tried to get between the two as the argument escalated; DW reached over him to shoot AW in the back when he turned away from her. According to the criminal complaint, DW told investigators she did not intend to kill him.

	June 18 | Milwaukee
	KS, 27-year-old boyfriend
	AO, 22-year-old female using violence
	Murder-suicide
	AO, age 22, and 27-year-old KS were in a dating relationship. According to news reports and the Milwaukee Police Department, on June 18, AO and KS were arguing when a witness saw them struggling over an object, believed to be a gun. While there were no witnesses to the shooting, AO and KS both died from gunshot wounds. Based on the types of injuries they sustained, it is believed that AO fatally shot KS and then herself.
	KS’s history includes separate charges of Battery and Disorderly Conduct with Domestic Abuse Assessments in 2024 and 2025, and using Computer Messages to Threaten Injury or Harm in 2024.

	Milwaukee
	June 26 | Milwaukee
	KC, 32-year-old male, responding police officer
	TJ shot and killed KC, a 32-year-old police officer who responded to a domestic violence call around 9pm on June 26, involving a fight between two groups of young people. Three others were also shot but survived, including two who were involved in the fight and a second responding police officer.

	Milwaukee
	July 2 | Milwaukee
	CW Sr., 47-year-old father using violence
	18-year-old CW Jr. shot and killed his father, 47-year-old CW Sr. According to reportage, CW Jr. and his mother went to CW Sr.’s home to pick up the other children in the family. When CW Sr. and his mother started arguing, CW Jr. tried to intervene. CW Sr. had a firearm, and CW Jr. got another firearm and shot him. Originally charged with Second Degree Reckless Homicide, CW Jr. pled guilty to Homicide by Negligent Handling of a Dangerous Weapon. He was sentenced to five years' initial confinement of an eight-year sentence, but the judge stayed the incarceration and placed him on probation.

	July 3 | Shorewood
	VT, 34-year-old ex-girlfriend
	MG, 34-year-old male using violence
	Law Enforcement Officer involved
	July 7 | Milwaukee
	JK, 48-year-old male using violence
	Suicide
	48-year-old JK died by suicide after jumping from a hotel balcony as law enforcement was responding to the hotel room where he and his girlfriend were staying. Police had been informed of a domestic violence situation wherein he was strangling and threatening to kill his girlfriend.

	Milwaukee
	53-year-old TB shot and killed 38-year-old DJ in defense of TB’s daughter, the girlfriend of DJ, during a domestic violence incident. TB’s grandchild called their grandfather to ask for help, and TB came to her defense. Law enforcement considered it self-defense of another and no charges were issued.

	July 10 | Milwaukee
	RT III, 4-year-old son
	Thirty-four-year-old RT Jr. shot and killed his four-year-old child, RT III, during an argument with CT, the child’s mother. Both parents originally claimed that the child had been shot by someone through an open window. RT Jr. was prohibited from firearm possession. He was sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole after being found guilty at trial of First Degree Intentional Homicide and Possession of a Firearm by a Convicted Felon. CT, the child’s mother, pled guilty to Harboring a Felon and was sentenced to five years’ initial confinement, which the court stayed for probation.

	August 13 | Milwaukee
	DD, 23-year-old female dating partner
	According to reportage and the criminal complaint, 30-year-old DH shot and killed 23-year-old DD. Her family indicates they knew their daughter had been dating someone named D but had never met him. Her parents have lost three daughters in recent years, and her mother aims to start a community prevention space where young people can gather to talk about challenges in their lives.
	DH has been charged with First Degree Reckless Homicide with Use of a Dangerous Weapon and Possession of a Firearm by a Convicted Felon. A trial has been scheduled for October 2026. This case is ongoing.

	Milwaukee
	September 21 | Milwaukee
	AJ, 15-year-old girlfriend
	September 29 | Glendale
	KM, 45-year-old ex-girlfriend
	Milwaukee
	October 18 | West Allis
	DC, four-year-old son
	Milwaukee
	October 20 | Milwaukee
	MC, 16-year-old male bystander
	November 2 | Milwaukee
	SR, 68-year-old mother
	November 7 | Milwaukee
	LW, 50-year-old husband using violence
	November 13 | Milwaukee
	MA, 49-year-old male intervening bystander
	Milwaukee
	November 26 | Milwaukee
	ROR, 43-year-old male “romantic rival”
	48-year-old HMP shot and killed 43-year-old ROR, a man he believed was having an affair with his wife. Two months before the murder, HMP’s wife called police when he grabbed her by the arm, accused her of cheating on him, and threatened to kill her. He was arrested and charged with misdemeanor Disorderly Conduct. According to reportage and the criminal complaint, the night of ROR’s murder, HMP demanded his wife call ROR to end their affair. When she refused, he left.
	Surveillance footage shows his vehicle near ROR’s home, and cell data confirms his presence in the area. HMP was arrested on December 12 and has been charged with First Degree Reckless Homicide with Use of a Dangerous Weapon. A jury trial has been scheduled for February 2027. This case is ongoing.

	CT, 45-year-old male using violence
	Murder-suicide
	45-year-old CT shot and killed his girlfriend 41-year-old KH and then completed suicide with the same firearm. KH’s child witnessed the murder-suicide. The Hmong American Women’s Association released a statement of mourning and advocacy, expressing grief for the loss of beloved community members during the Hmong New Year holiday. For more, read the statement at this link.

	Portage
	July 6 | New Hope
	PS, 52-year-old mother
	DS, 53-year-old father
	Racine
	May 4 | Racine
	MA, 50-year-old male who used violence
	Law Enforcement Officer Involved
	Racine
	July 22 | Racine
	CF, 48-year-old female, child-in-common
	JW, 51-year-old male using violence
	Murder-suicide
	November 10 | Racine
	JLB, 37-year-old girlfriend
	Rock
	June 17 | Janesville
	HL, 21-year-old ex-girlfriend, child-in-common
	JC, 25-year-old female friend of ex-girlfriend
	SR, 55-year-old male friend of ex-girlfriend
	JW, 21-year-old ex-boyfriend using violence
	Murder-suicide
	December 10 | Beloit
	AF, 25-year-old girlfriend
	Name unknown, 26-year-old boyfriend using violence
	Murder-suicide
	December 26 | Town of Magnolia
	TB, 53-year-old wife
	JB, 54-year-old husband using violence
	Murder-suicide
	St. Croix
	March 2 | New Richmond
	ML, 68-year-old mother of three and grandmother of six, was strangled by her husband, GL, in their New Richmond home. When police arrived for a welfare check, 70-year-old GL was home. He stated that things got “out of control” and ML was dead. GL told police that he panicked and instead of taking her to the hospital, he put her in his car, drove to the neighboring county, dropped her on the side of the road, and covered her body with corn stalks.
	In December 2025, GL was sentenced to 14 years in prison and six years of extended supervision after pleading guilty to First-degree Reckless Homicide. GL was also initially charged with Strangulation and Suffocation and Hiding a Corpse, but those charges were dropped with his guilty plea.

	March 5 | Hudson
	CH, 54-year-old wife
	Following a welfare check in Hudson, WI, police found the body of 54-year-old CH. During the check, police encountered CH’s husband, 54-year-old CAH, who stated that he had a firearm. A four-hour standoff ensued. Earlier in the day, CAH called police with claims that CH was poisoning him and their cats, and that she was cheating on him. During the standoff, he said he had stabbed her with a sharp knife and that she was deceased. Police found her with face and neck wounds. CAH was charged with First-degree Intentional Homicide, Mayhem, Use of a Dangerous Weapon, and Aggravated Battery, Domestic Abuse. The criminal case remains pending at the time of this report.

	March 14 | Hudson
	PO, age 84, was found dead of a gunshot wound in her home, where JO, her 84-year-old husband, was also found dead of a self-inflicted gunshot wound. The couple had been married for 64 years. Police records indicate the incident was a murder-suicide. No other details about the incident are available.

	St. Croix
	May 19 | Hersey
	MW, 58-year-old wife
	MW, 58, was murdered by PH, 65, on her family’s property in Hersey, Wisconsin. PH shot MW with a 9 mm handgun and then shot himself, resulting in his death. A nurse from Minnesota, MW left behind five children. PH lived in a trailer on the property as well. Police found both individuals deceased following a welfare check called in by the victim’s daughter.
	News reports indicate MW and PH had known one another since 2018, and records show PH was previously arrested for Strangulation in 2023, after he had dragged MW by her hair, pinned her down, muffled her face and strangled her. In connection with that incident, he was also arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol. PH was sentenced to 90 days in jail and one year of probation, but he was required to serve only the 10 days he had already served, with the remaining 80 days suspended for one year. MW also had a previous restraining order against PH which was vacated in 2024.

	Walworth
	Waukesha
	Waushara
	October 6 | Sharon
	RD, 29-year-old wife
	BD, 30-year-old husband using violence
	Murder-suicide
	December 16 | Waukesha
	Unknown name, 73-year-old male who used violence
	Harm-doer suicide during law enforcement response
	October 16 | Wautoma
	TL, 51-year-old male using violence
	Law Enforcement Officer involved
	Wood
	May 8 | Marshfield
	LW, 61-year-old dating partner
	Wood
	October 31 | Wisconsin Rapids
	RH Sr., 56-year-old father
	Dane County
	March 29 | Madison
	NV, 40-year-old father

	Fond du Lac County
	December 5  | Fond du Lac
	JB, 12-year-old male son

	Jefferson County
	September 13 | Jefferson
	SAS, 13-year-old stepson

	Lincoln County
	October 22 | Merrill
	ON, 5-year-old daughter

	Milwaukee County
	January 22 | Milwaukee
	JJ, 22-year-old sister

	March 4 | Milwaukee
	KW, 35-year-old nephew
	March 16 | Milwaukee
	HM, Jr., 44-year-old uncle
	June 17 | Milwaukee
	AH, 30-year-old sister
	August 31 | South Milwaukee
	ET, 68-year-old grandmother
	September 29 | Milwaukee
	JW, 18-year-old male cousin
	October 18 | Milwaukee
	SM, 33-year-old male cousin
	DC, 43-year-old male acquaintance/bystander
	November 6 | Milwaukee
	DB, 3-year-old son
	Racine County
	March 4 | Caledonia
	SG, 63-year-old mother
	June 18 | Racine
	BE, 36-year-old male cousin

	Vilas County
	March 21 | St. Germain
	KJ, 61-year-old sister

	Walworth County
	January 20 | Geneva
	MM, eight-year-old stepson

	Waukesha County
	February 11 | Waukesha
	DM, 51-year-old stepfather
	TC, 35-year-old mother

	Waukesha County
	February 17 | Waukesha
	AT, 46-year-old uncle
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	Housing as Homicide Prevention
	Housing as Homicide Prevention
	If we are serious about housing as homicide prevention, it is not enough to recognize that housing instability puts survivors at risk. We also have to build systems that can respond to the actual circumstances making safety possible for each survivor.
	The evaluation reinforces what domestic violence programs have understood for years: survivors' pathways to safety are rarely linear or predictable. Leaving an abusive relationship does not erase the financial, housing, childcare, transportation, and employment barriers abuse created. A survivor may leave a partner who used violence and still face damaged credit, utility debt, the loss of employment, or the inability to afford a security deposit. Any one of those barriers can make returning to the person causing harm feel like the only available option.
	Domestic Violence Housing First (DVHF) recognizes that reality. Rather than limiting assistance to a narrow list of approved expenses, the model allows programs to respond to survivor-defined needs. The barrier is not always housing itself. One person may need rental assistance. Another may need help paying utility arrears or replacing identification documents. Someone else may simply need reliable transportation to get to work, childcare, or court.

	Housing as Homicide Prevention
	One Wisconsin program described working with a survivor who arrived at shelter without employment, transportation, or childcare. She needed childcare to work, work to secure housing, and transportation to reach both. Flexible financial assistance paid for repairs to a vehicle, allowing her to keep a job, care for her children, and eventually move into safe housing. A car repair does not immediately sound like a domestic violence intervention, but for that survivor, it removed one of the biggest barriers to leaving abuse safely.
	Those relationships are important because when advocates are in the room with landlords, housing providers, and other community partners, they can help challenge assumptions about survivors and build a better understanding of power and control. They can also solve problems before they become crises. The pilot reinforced something advocates already knew: safety cannot be built by one program working in isolation.

	Housing as Homicide Prevention
	The same is true of the advocates doing this work. Flexible, survivor-centered services require staff who have the time and capacity to provide them. Domestic violence advocates routinely move between roles; helping someone find housing, navigate a court process, replace documents, access benefits, communicate with a landlord, or simply figure out what comes next. Yet many are doing that work for wages that do not reflect its complexity, while also navigating funding requirements that can dictate what help they are allowed to offer and how they spend their time.
	For years, advocates have been asked to demonstrate that housing is central to survivor safety, and the UW evaluation provides strong evidence that the DVHF approach improves safety and stability here in Wisconsin. The conversation now must move from whether this approach works to how we ensure it is available to every survivor who needs it.
	Domestic violence programs rely on a combination of federal, state, local, and private funding. Federal investment remains essential, but recent delays in federal grant awards and growing uncertainty around funding have exposed how vulnerable survivor services become when states depend too heavily on funding they cannot control.

	Housing as Homicide Prevention
	Programs hire staff, maintain shelter capacity, develop housing partnerships, and build long-term relationships with survivors and communities based on the expectation that funding will be available. When funding becomes delayed or unpredictable, that instability affects every part of the domestic violence response. Wisconsin should continue advocating for strong federal investment through programs like the Office on Violence Against Women and the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act. At the same time, these delays make clear that federal grants cannot be Wisconsin's only strategy for supporting survivors.
	Financial assistance alone does not create safety. Survivors need experienced advocates who can respond as circumstances change, navigate complex systems, and help address the many forms of abuse that continue long after someone leaves an abusive relationship.
	Survivors are often asked why they didn't leave sooner.
	We ask far less often whether our systems made leaving possible.
	The people remembered in this report deserved more than our documentation of what happened to them. They deserved systems capable of reducing the risk that violence would become fatal.
	Wisconsin now has strong evidence that survivor-centered housing interventions improve safety. The question is no longer whether this approach deserves investment. It is whether Wisconsin is willing to build on what we have learned, or whether we will continue treating a proven intervention as just another successful pilot.

	Housing as Homicide Prevention
	DVHF has shown us what becomes possible when programs have the flexibility to respond to what survivors actually need. Wisconsin should not walk away from that lesson now.
	For a comprehensive overview of Wisconsin’s Domestic Violence Housing First pilot, follow this link.
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	Each year, the homicide report includes a discussion of various topics. Below is an index of the topics that have been addressed. The page number follows the report year in parentheses. Each year’s report is available at www.endabusewi.org/homicide-reports.
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	2025
	2024
	2023
	2022
	2021
	2020
	2019
	2018
	2017
	2016
	2015
	2014
	2013
	2012
	2011

	2000-2025 DV-Related Deaths Totals
	KEY FINDINGS
	Year
	TOTAL

	2010
	2009
	2008
	2007
	2006
	2005
	2004
	2003
	2002
	2001
	2000
	TOTAL
	1,209
	1,130
	287
	1,534
	*See Methodology section
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